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Introduction

This report examines the collaborations between the Max Planck Society (MPS), one
of Germany’'s most prominent research institutions and a central actor in
Israeli-German scientific cooperation, and Israeli state, academic, and
defense-linked entities. It assesses these collaborations in light of ongoing and
well-documented violations of international law and human rights by Israel, and
evaluates the extent to which such partnerships risk contributing to, enabling, and
normalizing these violations.

The report is produced in the context of an escalating crisis for Palestinians in Gaza
and the West Bank. As of June 2026, the full civilian death toll in Gaza remains
unknown and continues to rise'. This is occurring despite a ceasefire agreement
reached in October 2025, which has been repeatedly violated®®. Concurrently,
violence by Israeli settlers against Palestinians in the occupied Palestinian
territories has intensified“>®, alongside policies facilitating the expansion and
consolidation of lIsraeli control over occupied land. In July 2025, the Knesset
adopted a motion declaring the West Bank an inseparable part of Israel’. In
February 2026, the Israeli government approved measures enabling the registration
of land in the West Bank as state property widely characterized as constituting de
facto annexation®. In September 2025, a United Nations commission concluded that
Israel’'s conduct in Gaza corresponds to acts of genocide®.

Within this context, the role of third states, private actors, and research institutions
is not neutral. UN Special Rapporteur on the occupied Palestinian territory
Francesca Albanese’s report on the “economy of genocide™® demonstrates how
international partnerships, including those involving European academic
institutions, may play a material role in sustaining, facilitating, or legitimizing
systems of occupation, apartheid, and large-scale violence against civilian
populations.

This question of institutional responsibility is not new to the MPS. Founded in 1948
as the successor to the Kaiser Wilhelm Society, parts of which were entangled in
the crimes of the Nazi regime, including human experimentation associated with
figures such as Josef Mengele, the Society's contemporary ethical framework"
explicitly commits it to upholding international law and preventing harm. These

' The estimate as of February 2026 was over 70,000 people killed. See:
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/reported-impact-snapshot-gaza-strip-4-february-2026. Other estimates indicate over
100,000 deaths (see Paragraph 2.1).

2 https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/11/un-experts-urge-states-act-israeli-violations-threaten-fragile-gaza

* https://press.un.org/en/2026/sc16284.doc.htm

“ https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-briefing-notes/2025/11/occupied-west-bank-increased-israeli-violence-against-palestinians

5 https://www.ochaopt.org/content/humanitarian-situation-update-346-west-bank
Shttps://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2026/03/israels-settlement-expansion-drives-mass-displacement-west-bank-un-rep
ort

7 https://www.timesofisrael.com/knesset-votes-71-13-for-non-binding-motion-calling-to-annex-west-bank/

8 In February 2026, the Israeli government approved measures to allow the registration of land in the West Bank as state
property, which has been denoted as a “de-facto annexation”. See eg.
(https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2026/02/special-rapporteur-condemns-israeli-attempts-further-annex-west-bank).

® https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/09/israel-has-committed-genocide-gaza-strip-un-commission-finds
https://www.un.org/unispal/document/a-hrc-59-23-from-economy-of-occupation-to-economy-of-genocide-report-special-ra
pporteur-francesca-albanese-palestine-2025/
Thttps://www.mpg.de/197392/guidelines-and-rules-of-the-max-planck-society-on-a-responsible-approach-to-freedom-of-rese
arch-and-research-risks.pdf
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commitments emerged as a necessary response to this history. Yet, this creates a
fundamental paradox: the very historical experience that led the MPS to
institutionalize principles of responsibility and “do no harm” now stands in tension
with patterns of collaboration that risk aiding and abetting ongoing grave
violations of international law. Rather than a distant past, this history establishes
the standard against which current practices and collaborations must be assessed.

This report focuses specifically on the role of the MPS within this broader
landscape. It examines collaborations that intersect with the Israeli
military-industrial complex, activities conducted in occupied and annexed territory,
and forms of engagement that may contribute to or further normalize and
legitimize directly and indirectly the oppression of Palestinians. The analysis
encompasses not only formal institutional partnerships, but also material support
for research outputs, conferences, funding structures, and public interventions by
affiliated actors.

The findings indicate a significant gap between the MPS's stated ethical
commitments and its institutional practices. The Society's own guidelines on a
“Responsible Approach to Freedom of Research and Research Risks"? explicitly
require adherence to international law, including human rights and international
humanitarian law, and emphasize the obligation to prevent harm and anticipate
the misuse of research. These responsibilities apply both institutionally and
individually to researchers. However, as this report demonstrates, collaborations
with Israeli institutions deeply embedded in systems of occupation and military
control have not only persisted during a period of escalating violations, but in some
instances expanded through substantial financial support from the MPS.

The report is structured around a set of documented cases, with particular focus on
the MPS’'s Minerva Centers. These cases illustrate patterns of collaboration that
extend from research with direct or foreseeable military applications, to the
organization of events involving representatives of the Israeli military, to
institutional engagement in occupied territory. The key findings can be
summarized as follows:

First, Chapter 1 maps the institutional infrastructure through which the MPS
collaborates with Israeli academia, primarily through the Minerva Foundation and
its network of Minerva Centers hosted at Israeli universities. The chapter situates
these collaborations within the broader structural role played by Israeli academic
institutions in Israel’'s military-industrial complex, systems of occupation and
apartheid, and the ongoing colonization of Palestinian land. It further outlines the
range of institutional partnerships connecting the MPS to Israeli universities and
research initiatives.

Second, Chapter 2 contextualizes these collaborations within the period of the
genocide in Gaza between 2023 and 2025. It traces a chronology of continued (and
in some respects intensified) collaboration between the MPS and Israeli institutions
during this period, including new funding streams, institutional visits, public
ceremonies, and the establishment of new initiatives and research centers. The
chapter also examines discourses repeatedly promoted by figures affiliated with

2https://www.mpg.de/197392/guidelines-and-rules-of-the-max-planck-society-on-a-responsible-approach-to-freedom-of-rese
arch-and-research-risks.pdf.
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Minerva Centers and the MPS that question protections afforded to civilians under
international law, or contribute to narratives legitimizing the oppression of
Palestinians. These statements, made by Israeli and German academics connected
to the MPS, without any clarification or correction according to the norms of
international law by MPS, create the impression of the MPS's endorsement of
violations of international law. The chapter also documents direct and indirect
forms of engagement between Minerva-affiliated institutions and Israel’'s military
establishment.

Third, Chapter 3 examines military-academic entanglements within Max Planck’s
Minerva Centers hosted at the Technion. It documents research conducted by
directors and members of these centers with direct or foreseeable military
applications, including facial recognition technologies, drones, propulsion systems,
and aerospace engineering. In one documented case, research linked to a Minerva
Center contributed to patented technologies later sold to the Israel Defense Forces
(IDF) and wused for the surveillance of Palestinians. The chapter further
demonstrates  sustained and institutionalized collaboration between
Minerva-affiliated researchers and Israel's defense sector, including MAFAT", Rafael
Advanced Defense Systems Ltd. (RAFAEL), Israel Aerospace Industries (IAl), and
Elbit Systems Ltd. (ELBIT) - through jointly organized conferences, workshops,
military-linked funding schemes, shared laboratories, and co-authored research
projects.

Fourth, Chapter 4 examines collaborations linked to occupied and annexed
Palestinian and Syrian territories. It documents workshops organized in the
annexed Syrian Golan Heights, conferences connected to archaeological
excavations in occupied territories, and connections with Ariel University, an
institution operating illegally in the occupied West Bank'. The chapter also
highlights concerns regarding Minerva Centers hosted at the Hebrew University of
Jerusalem on Mount Scopus, partly located in occupied and annexed East
Jerusalem. Together, these activities raise serious concerns regarding compliance
with international legal obligations, including the duty of non-recognition and
non-assistance in situations of unlawful occupation and annexation.

Taken together, the evidence presented throughout this report raises fundamental
ethical, political, and legal questions regarding the role of scientific institutions in
contexts of systemic violence. Far from constituting politically neutral scientific
exchange, the collaborations documented here illustrate how academic
partnerships may contribute to the normalization, legitimization, and material
support of institutions implicated in occupation, apartheid, and genocide.

" Directorate of Defense, Research and Development, a joint administrative body of the Israel Ministry of Defense and the
Israel Defense Forces (https://ddrd-mafat.mod.gov.ilfen/about).

“ Ariel University is located in the Israeli settlement of Ariel in the occupied West Bank. The ICJ, the UN Security Council, and
most of the international community consider it illegal under international law
(http://israeli-academics-for-peace.org.il/en/the-truth-about-the-ariel-university/).
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Methodology

The report relies exclusively on publicly available sources such as official websites,
online archives, press releases, and other verifiable digital content. It employs a
rigorous, evidence-based approach to ensure analytical precision, objectivity and
transparency. All online sources were archived (on https://archive.org/), ensuring the
reproducibility of the findings.

Recurrent Acronyms

MPS = Max Planck Society.

IDF = Israel Defense Forces.

MAFAT = Directorate of Defense, Research and Development, a joint administrative
body of the Israel Ministry of Defense and the Israel Defense Forces.

IAl = Israel Aerospace Industries, one of Israel's largest weapons manufacturers.
RAFAEL = Rafael Advanced Defense Systems Ltd., one of Israel’'s largest weapons
manufacturers.

ELBIT = Elbit Systems Ltd., one of Israel's largest weapons manufacturers.

MTPES = Minerva Center for Micro Turbine Powered Energy Systems.

RIAB = Minerva Center for the Relations between Israel and Aram in Biblical Times.
ICJ = International Court of Justice.

Note to the reader
Maya Wind's book “Towers of Ivory and Steel: How Israeli Universities Deny

Palestinian Freedom” (Verso Books, 2024)"™'¢ is often cited in superscript as: (Maya
Wind, 2024).

> https://www.mayaywind.com/book
® https://www.versobooks.com/products/3009-towers-of-ivory-and-steel


https://archive.org/
https://www.versobooks.com/products/3009-towers-of-ivory-and-steel
https://www.mayaywind.com/book
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Chapter 1

The Max Planck
Society and
Israeli Academia

The President of the Max Planck Society, on his way to the Weizmann Institute
in Rehovot in 1959. Source: Max Planck Society

Photo Source:
https://mpil100.de/2024/11/the-max-planck-institute-israel-and-me-personal-reflections-on-a-special-relationship/#_ftn3



1.1) The Max Planck Society

The Max Planck Society is one of Germany’s most renowned research institutions,
with 85 institutes and research centers in Germany and around the world and an
annual budget of 2.15 billion euros in 2024".

The Minerva Foundation and the Minerva Centers

The MPS primarily collaborates with Israel through its Minerva Foundation (Minerva
Stiftung in German)®®. The Minerva Foundation is a non-profit organisation
(gGmbH) and a subsidiary of the MPS, founded in 1962 (as Minerva Limited -
Minerva Gesellschaft fur die Forschung mbH?°). Since 1964, it has been used by the
German Federal Government to finance Israeli institutions with the aim of
promoting scientific collaborations between Germany and Israel”. The German
Federal Government has provided the Minerva Foundation with more than 360
million euros since 1964%

Key projects funded through the Minerva Foundation are the Minerva Centers?®.
Minerva Centers, established in the 1980s, are research institutions located in Israeli
host universities and at the Weizmann Institute of Science in Israel. They are
co-funded by the Minerva Foundation and by the host institute and carry out
research in cooperation with German partners (usually Max Planck Institutes in
Germany). Each Minerva Center has a budget of circa €150,000 per year?. In 2025
there were 24 active Minerva Centers, and a 2025/2026 call was opened in
September 2025 for the creation of up to two new Minerva Centers in 2026%.

In this report, we examine the collaborations with the following Israeli universities
and Minerva Centers:

° The Technion - Israel Institute of Technology - is integral to Israel’s
military-industrial complex?®. The Minerva Center for Micro Turbine Powered Energy
Systems?’?® (MTPES) was established in 2014 in Technion's Aerospace Department
and is directed by Prof. Beni Cukurel. The Franz Ollendorf Minerva Center for
Information and Automation®>° was founded in the Department of Electrical
Engineering at the Technion. It was active from 1985 until 2023, and it was directed
by Prof. Yehoshua Zeevi®'.

° The Bar-llan University, founded in 1955 in Tel-Aviv, has a record of
archaeological excavations in occupied territories® and strong ties with the military
apparatus in Israel*. The Minerva Center for the Relations between Israel and Aram

7 https://www.mpg.de/facts-and-figures

8 https://www.minerva.mpg.de/

® https://pure.mpg.de/rest/items/item_2426617_19/component/file_2465371/content; DOI: 10.17617/2.2426617
2 Ibid.

2 https://www.minerva.mpg.de/about-us

2 https://www.minerva.mpg.de/about-us/minerva-stiftung/history

2 https://www.minerva.mpg.de/minerva-centers

24 https://www.minerva.mpg.de/14407/rates-and-conditions

% https://www.minerva.mpg.de/85079/call-for-proposals-minerva-centers-2025-26

26 https://ats.org/our-impact/where-israels-security-innovation-begins/

27 https://www.minerva.mpg.de/centers/list/minerva-center-for-micro-turbine-powered-energy-systems

2 https://mtpes.net.technion.ac.il/

2 https://www.minerva.mpg.de/centers/list/franz-ollendorf-minerva-center-for-information-and-automation
30 https://ollendorff.technion.ac.il/

3 https://webee.technion.ac.il/people/zeevi/

32 https://www.eur.nl/media/2025-05-20250526-advice-collaborations-israeli-universities-publication

3 https://bdsmovement.net/news/israeli-universities-attacking-campus-uprisings-uphold-israels-crimes-against-palestinians
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in Biblical Times**** (RIAB) was established in 2015 at Bar-llan university. The scope
of the center is, according to its website, “the study of the interconnections and
mutual influences between Aram and Israel in ancient (biblical) times™®. Questions
arise about the name and scope of the center as Israel was founded in 1948.

° The University of Haifa was founded in 1963 as a branch of the Hebrew
University of Jerusalem. The University has strong ties with Israel’s
military-industrial complex®*8*°, The Minerva Center for the Rule of Law under
Extreme Conditions*®* at Haifa University was established in 2014. The center
focuses on policies and regulations under natural disasters, national security
challenges (e.g. wars, terrorism, anti-terrorism), and socioeconomic crises*%.

° The Hebrew University of Jerusalem, founded in 1918, has links with Israel’s
military and has played a fundamental role in the occupation and oppression of the
Palestinian territories around Jerusalem®™aa Wind, 2024) The Minerva Center for Human
Rights***4, active since 1995 within the university's faculty of law, is directed by Prof.
Barak Medina. Prof. Dr. lur. Anne Peters, director of the Max Planck Institute for
Comparative Public Law and International Law, Heidelberg, serves as its chair. The

Fritz Haber Minerva Center for Molecular Dynamics**“® operated in the period
1981-2023 at the Institute of Chemistry of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem.

° Ariel University”, located in the urban settlement of Ariel, in the Occupied
Palestinian Territory, is an illegal institution according to Article 49(6) of the Fourth
Geneva Convention (1949)“¢, the International Court of Justice Advisory Opinion
(2004)%°, and the UN Security Council Resolution 2334 (2016)*°. The University is
directly involved in the annexation of occupied territories for the expansion of its
campus’"?,

Other collaborations with Israeli institutions
In addition to the Minerva Centers, other types of collaborations exist between the
MPS and Israeli institutions>. For example:

° The Max Planck-Israel programme**, started in December 2023 with one
million euros made available from the Max Planck Society. Initially set to run until
2025 the program has been extended until the end of December 2026

3 https://www.minerva.mpg.de/centers/list/minerva-center-for-the-relations-between-israel-and-aram-in-biblical-times
% https://www.aramisrael.org
3¢ https://www.aramisrael.org/about
37 https://www.eur.nl/media/2025-05-20250526-advice-collaborations-israeli-universities-publication
*® https://magazine.haifa.ac.il/index.php/winter-2018/113-university-of-haifa-to-lead-israel4
3 https://www.idf.il/len/mini-sites/military-colleges/
“ https://www.minerva.mpg.de/centers/list/minerva-center-for-the-rule-of-law-and-extreme-condition
“ https://minervaxtremelaw.haifa.ac.il/
“2 https://minervaxtremelaw.haifa.ac.il/about-the-center/
“ https://www.minerva.mpg.de/centers/list/minerva-center-for-human-rights
“ https:/fen.minervacenter.huji.ac.il/
% https://www.minerva.mpg.de/centers/list/fritz-haber-minerva-center-for-molecular-dynamics
% https://fhrc.huji.ac.il/
“T https://campuscore.ariel.ac.il/wp/en/
“® https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/en/ihl-treaties/gciv-1949/article-49
“ https://www.icj-cij.org/sites/default/files/case-related/131/131-20040709-ADV-01-00-EN.pdf
0 https://www.un.org/webcast/pdfs/SRES2334-2016.pdf
5 https://www.timesofisrael.com/adelson-to-donate-20-million-to-expand-west-bank-university/
S2https://campuscore.ariel.ac.il/wp/university-friends/wp-content/uploads/sites/27/2018/11/Ariel-University-Projects-English-vers
ion-147.pdf
5 https://www.mpg.de/israel
5 https://www.mpg.de/max-planck-israel-programme
% https://graduate.haifa.ac.il/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/Max-Planck-Israel-Programme_ext.-December-2026-1.pdf
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° The Minerva Weizmann Programme, which supports individual and group
research projects at the Weizmann Institute of Science with a yearly budget of circa
3.6 million euros®.

° The Max Planck-Weizmann Postdoctoral Programme, which offers four-year
appointments for postdoctoral researchers to be spent both at the Weizmann
Institute and at one of the MPS centers in Germany. The sixth open call for the
program has its deadline on July 1st 2026,

° The Max Planck Center for Democracy, Security and Human Rights®
opened in Jerusalem in November 2025 (Max Planck Centers are a key element of
the Max Planck Society's international strategy™®).

1.2) The Role of Israeli Academia in the
Oppression of Palestinians

The MPS collaborates with Israel primarily through Israeli academia. Israeli
universities are deeply entangled with the Israeli military-industrial complex and
provide material support for the oppression of Palestinians. The following are few
examples®:

° Education of the IDF: Israeli universities host numerous programs in
collaboration with the Academic Reserve program of the IDF (Atuda)®"¢%6(Maya Wind,
2024 The aim of these programs is to educate the research and development
branches of the IDF.

° Israeli academia: the backbone of the military-industrial complex: The
research carried out at institutions such as the Technion and at the Weizmann
Institute is key to the technological development of armaments in companies like
RAFAEL, ELBIT, IAI and Bet Shemesh Engines®“>¢%¢768 The presence of the
military-industrial complex is extensive in all Israeli universities. Research funding,
seminars, workshops, research collaborations, and dedicated centers within the
universities themselves® are a few examples of the close interconnection between
Israel’s military-industrial complex and academic institutions.

° Legal support to the military: Universities in Israel provide legal support to
the IDF. Notably, Tel Aviv University hosts the Institute for National Security Studies
(INSS)”°, which brings together academic experts and senior military figures to give

6 https://www.minerva.mpg.de/weizmann

57 https://www.mpg.de/20566192/max-planck-weizmann-postdoc-programme

%8 https://www.mpg.de/25704767/max-planck-center-for-democracy-security-and-human-rights

% https://www.mpg.de/max-planck-centers

% For a more comprehensive summary, see e.g., Maya Wind, “Towers of Ivory and Steel”, Verso Books, 2024.
Shttps://Mww.idf.il/%D7%90%D7%AA%D7%A8%D7%99-%D7%99%D7%97%D7%99%D7%93%D7%95%D7%AA/%D7%A2%D7%A
A%D7%95%D7%93%D7%94-%D7%90%D7%A7%D7%93%D7%9E%D7%99%D7%AA/english/

52 https://austfhu.org.au/when-duty-calls-the-hebrew-university-is-always-there/

8 https://aerospace.technion.ac.il/studies/ug-studies/excellence-programs/silon-excellence-program/

% https://ats.org/our-impact/where-israels-security-innovation-begins/

% https://research.technion.ac.il/wp-content/uploads//2023/09/Industry-Guide-to-the-Technion-MANLAM-2017.pdf
56 https://www.academicsforjustice.com/report/feb_25_2025

57 https://academicsforpalestine.dk/academic-boycott/complicit-israeli-universities/

%8 https://www.972mag.com/top-israeli-university-marketing-countys-arms-industry-to-the-world/

% https://in.bgu.ac.il/fen/hsi/Pages/international_collaborations.aspx

7 https://www.inss.org.il/
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legal guidance to the IDF”"72,

° Apartheid and settler colonialism: Israeli universities actively participate in
the occupation and annexation of Palestinian land. For example, Ariel University is
located in the illegal settlement of Ariel, in the West Bank, and directly facilitates
settlement expansion. Despite its illegality under international law, the university
is fully recognised by the Israeli Council for Higher Education and by the Committee
of University Heads™ The Hebrew University of Jerusalem’'s campus on Mount
Scopus is also partially built in the occupied territories in East Jerusalem and played
a role in the oppression of the surrounding Palestinian villages’>Maa Wind, 2024) '|grag]j
universities also play a key role in archaeological activities and exploitation in
occupied and annexed territoryMaya Wind, 2024)

In light of the structural role of Israeli academia outlined above, the collaborations
between the Max Planck Society and Israeli universities raise fundamental
guestions. By embedding funding, research cooperation, and institutional presence
within Israeli universities, the Max Planck Society is not engaging in abstract or
isolated scientific exchange. It is participating in, and materially supporting, an
ongoing system in which academic institutions are intertwined with military
development, legal justification of force, and the ongoing occupation of Palestinian
territory.

Given the scale and opacity of these partnerships, a fully exhaustive mapping is
beyond the scope of this report. However, the evidence presented here is sufficient
to establish that these collaborations are neither marginal nor incidental, but rather
systemic. The evidence thus necessitates a principled response by the MPS
according to its own guidelines in respect of fundamental rights and for
international law.

7 https://www.inss.org.il/mission/

7 https://www.inss.org.il/board-of-directors/

7 https://www.timesofisrael.com/adelson-to-donate-20-million-to-expand-west-bank-university/

7 https://www.timesofisrael.com/after-decade-of-refusal-ariel-university-accepted-into-key-education-organization/
s https://aurdip.org/en/the-hebrew-university-assists/
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Chapter 2

Institutional Collaborations
Amid Allegations of
Genocide

Isaac Herzog, accused of
“direct and public incitement
to commit genocide” in a UN
Commission of Inquiry report

(A/HRC/60/CRP.3)

Patrick Cramer,
President of Max
Planck Society

December 2024:

Patrick Cramer (left) at the opening ceremony of the Max Planck Office in Israel
together with the Israeli President Isaac Herzog (right), on record at the ICJ in
the case South Africa vs. Israel concerning the crime of genocide for quotes

such as:

“"There are no innocent civilians in Gaza"

Sources:
https://www.mpg.de/23817894/max-planck-society-opens-office-in-israel
https://www.icj-cij.org/sites/default/files/case-related/192/192-20240126-ord-01-00-en.pdf




2.1) Chronology of Institutional Collaboration
and Public Positioning During Genocide

Understanding the range and depth of the MPS's collaborations with Israel requires
consideration of the longstanding nature and historical context of such
connections, which started with the visit of a prominent Max Planck delegation to
the Weizmann Institute in Israel in 195976,

We outline here two years of this institutional collaboration, from October 2023 to
December 2025. We walk through collaborative activities and statements
chronologically, and show how the MPS sustained and even celebrated
collaborations with Israel, despite ongoing violations of human rights and grave
breaches of international law, including genocide, during a period in which strong
evidences have been brought on the ties between Israeli academic institutions and
state and military structures™ava Wind,2024)

October 2023: A Hamas-led attack against Israel resulted in more than 1,200 people
killed. These included 815 civilians, 38 of whom were children. During the attack,
about 250 civilians and soldiers were taken hostage in Gaza”. The Max Planck
Society released an official statement in response to the attacks’:

“The attacks by Hamas, and this also fills us with great sorrow, have also caused,
and will cause, unspeakable suffering among the Palestinian civilian population.
Terrorism does not offer prospects for the future — for anyone.”

Israel's bombing of Gaza started shortly after. On the 27th of October, Israel’s
ground offensive in Gaza began, leading to almost 10,000 deaths, including more
than 4,000 children, in a few days”. By mid-October 2023, 800 scholars of
international law, genocide and Holocaust studies issued a joint statement warning
of a potential genocide®*

November 2023: The death toll in Gaza reached around 11,000, with women and
children forming the majority of this number®. Around thirty UN Special
Rapporteurs and UN experts issued a statement in mid-November warning of an
“unfolding genocide”®. The Max Planck Society's president visited the Weizmann
Institute of Science to commemorate the 50th year anniversary of the Minerva
Fellowship Program. During his speech, he stated the following®:

“We are all horrified to see the victims of terror in Israel and to see the victims of
the war in Gaza. We hope for an immediate return of all hostages. We hope that
the guns will soon be silenced. We hope for swift delivery of humanitarian aid to
all civilians in Gaza.”

December 2023: The death toll in Gaza rose to around 20,000, mostly women and

78 https://doi.org/10.17617/2.2426617

7 https://www.hrw.org/news/2024/07/17/october-7-crimes-against-humanity-war-crimes-hamas-led-groups

78 https://www.mpg.de/20953820/statement-on-the-terror-attacks-against-israel

7 https://news.un.org/en/story/2023/11/1143107

89 https://twailr.com/public-statement-scholars-warn-of-potential-genocide-in-gaza/
8https://www.ochaopt.org/content/hostilities-gaza-strip-and-israel-reported-impact-day-40

82 https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2023/11/gaza-un-experts-call-international-community-prevent-genocide-against
8 https://www.mpg.de/21174473/20231128-speech-in-jerusalem.pdf
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children®:. The Max Planck Society allocated one million euros to a new program
called “The Max Planck Israel Programme”, set to run in 2024-2025% and later
extended until the end of December 2026%. The program aimed to provide
financial support for German-Israeli cooperation. On Dec 29, South Africa submitted
its case against Israel under the UN Genocide Convention®’, leading to the first of
three provisional measures against Israel for failure to meet the obligation of
preventing genocide®,

February 2024: The death toll in Gaza rose to 30,000 — mostly women and children.
Around 1,700,000 people (75% of Gaza's population) were displaced®. On February
3rd, an article in the German newspaper Welt am Sonntag®® accused Prof. Ghassan
Hage of the Max Planck Institute for Social Anthropology in Halle of “hatred of
Israel” for posts criticising Israel on his personal blog”. Shortly after, on February
7th, Prof. Hage was dismissed by the Max Planck Society. From the MPS'’s official
statement®%

"The freedoms enshrined in the Basic Law of the Federal Republic of Germany for
75 years are invaluable to the Max Planck Society. However, these freedoms come
with great responsibility. Researchers abuse their civil liberties when they
undermine the credibility of science with publicly disseminated statements,
thereby damaging the reputation and trust in the institutions that uphold it. The
fundamental right to freedom of opinion is constrained by the mutual duties of
consideration and loyalty in the employment relationship.

Racism, Islamophobia, anti-Semitism, discrimination, hatred, and agitation have
no place in the Max Planck Society."

Prof. Hage's statement was published shortly after®®. Numerous letters were written
to the Max Planck Society criticizing Prof. Hage's dismissal®*?>%¢%7 agnd against the
continuation of the collaborations with Israeli institutions®. One letter, written by
MPS researchers®, was sighed by more than 150 MPS employees from institutes all
over Germany. A reply to the letter was never received'®.

November 2024: The International Criminal Court issued arrest warrants against
Israeli prime minister Benjamin Netanyahu' and Israeli defense minister Yoav
Gallant’®2 They are charged with war crimes of starvation as a method of warfare

8 https://www.ochaopt.org/sites/default/files/Gaza_casualties_info-graphic_14_Dec_2023%20final.pdf

8 https://www.mpg.de/max-planck-israel-programme

86 https://graduate.haifa.ac.il/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/Max-Planck-Israel-Programme_ext.-December-2026-1.pdf

87 https://www.icj-cij.org/sites/default/files/case-related/192/192-20231229-pre-01-00-en.pdf

88 https://www.icj-cij.org/case/192

8 https://www.un.org/unispal/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Gaza_casualties_info-graphic_19_Feb_2024.pdf
Phttps://www.welt.de/politik/deutschland/plus249881966/Max-Planck-Gesellschaft-Antisemitismus-Skandal-erschuettert-deut
sche-Nobelpreis-Schmiede.html

o https://hageba2a.blogspot.com/2023/10/israel-palestine-endless-dead-end-that.html

%2 https://www.mpg.de/21510445/statement-ghassan-hage
Shttps://johnmenadue.com/post/2024/02/germany-and-critique-of-israel-my-sacking-from-the-max-planck-institute-for-socia
I-anthropology/

% https://easaonline.org/letters-of-support/easa-letter-regarding-academic-freedom-and-prof-ghassan-hage/

% https://www.brismes.ac.uk/news/letter-max-planck-society-professor-ghassan-hage

%6 https://aurdip.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Letter-in-support-of-Prof.-Ghassan-Hage-Prof.-Dr.-Patrick-Cramer.pdf
97 https://www.casaonline.cz/a-letter-to-the-max-planck-society-regarding-prof-ghassan-hage/

% https://freedomnews.org.uk/2023/12/17/dispute-within-max-planck-society-over-ties-to-israel/

% https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/IFAIpQLSdM4mIxjGaNIJYWM]jD1ZvNCtqTHgCu4TG13LipCOppNNOoSmMsA/viewform
190 private communication.

0 https://www.icc-cpi.int/defendant/netanyahu

92 https://www.icc-cpi.int/defendant/gallant
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and of intentionally directing an attack against the civilian population; and the
crimes against humanity of murder, persecution, and other inhumane acts from at
least 8 October 2023. The death toll in Gaza rose to 44,000 - mostly women and
children. Over 1,900,000 people (90% of Gaza's population) were officially displaced.
Gaza's educational system collapsed, and more than 11,400 students and
educational staff members were killed'®. Israel's government continued its
campaign of dehumanisation of Palestinians; in June 2024 it posted a video on its
official X account with a quote stating “there are no innocent civilians (in Gaza).”"** A
UN Special Committee found that Israel's actions in Gaza were consistent with
genocide'®. Simultaneously, the Max Planck Society opened a new office at the Van
Leer Jerusalem Institute'®®; the MPS president gave a speech at the opening
ceremony, also attended by Israel's President Isaac Herzog (see Figure 1). Here is an
extract from the MPS president’s speech'”:

“One thing has to worry us as a research organization: The war also endangers
education and science, which are so important for the future.(..) Science is
essential, in particular for states like Israel or Germany(...). But Israeli science is
under threat. Students and researchers have to leave campus and go to war(...).
And even worse: Israeli scientists face boycotts from many institutions.”

Max Planck Society opens office in Jerusalem

The office in Jerusalem aims to foster cooperation even in difficult times

The ty's new office in Jerusalem began its operations with Hila Elroy as the head of office as of 1
September 2024. Elroy, who has worked closely with Ron Robin, the former President of the University of Haifa for

bring: i in il i i anagement. The office is located at the Van
i between the Max Planck Society and the
tion, democracy, and pluralism.

igh
© Yoni Kelbermann/MPG

Figure 1) Left: Israel’s President Isaac Herzog signing artillery shells during a military visit in the
buffer zone along the land borders with the Gaza Strip in December 2023, Right: MPS president
and Israel's President Isaac Herzog sitting next to each other at the opening ceremony of the new
MPS office in Jerusalem in November 2024°°,

Israel's President Isaac Herzog is on record at the ICJ in the case South Africa vs
Israel concerning the crime of genocide with the following statement: On 12
October 2023, Mr Isaac Herzog, president of Israel, stated, referring to Gaza: “It is an

103 https://www.ochaopt.org/content/reported-impact-snapshot-gaza-strip-19-november-2024

%4 https://www.nbchews.com/tech/social-media/israel-posts-video-saying-are-no-innocent-civilians-gaza-rcnal57111
%https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2024/11/un-special-committee-finds-israels-warfare-methods-gaza-consistent-gen
ocide

%6 https://www.mpg.de/23817894/max-planck-society-opens-office-in-israel

°7 https://www.mpg.de/23765145/20241124-education-science-and-a-peaceful-future.pdf

108 https://x.com/declassifiedUK/status/196391'|689264312648 (Picture: ©Reproduction from social media)

199 https://www.mpg.de/23817894/max-planck-society-opens-office-in-israel (Picture: ©voni Kelbermann/MPG)
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entire nation out there that is responsible. It is not true this rhetoric about civilians
not aware, not involved. It is absolutely not true.”™

May 2025: The death toll in Gaza sat at 54,000 people, mostly women and children.
After three months of complete blockade of aid by Israel, over a million people
faced emergency levels of food insecurity and 470,000 people faced catastrophic
levels of food insecurity. 90% of housing units and educational facilities (now used
as shelters by the displaced population) were reported as severely damaged".
Meanwhile, the Max Planck Society president visited Israel to receive an Honorary
Doctorate from Bar-llan University™. Shortly after, on the occasion of the spring
meeting of the Minerva Fellowship Committee, the German and Israeli Minerva
Fellowship holders were invited to Berlin™. The MPS president was present at the
ceremony™ with Federal Minister of Education Cem Ozdemir, the Chancellor of the
Hebrew University of Jerusalem, Menahem Ben-Sasson, Israeli Ambassador to
Germany Ron Prosor, and Dr. Alon Stopel, Chairman of the Innovation Authority and
Chief Scientist for Innovation at the Israel Ministry of Innovation, Science and
Technology. Dr. Stopel was, until March 2024, the vice president and chief scientist
of ELBIT, who had previously held senior positions in the Directorate for Research
and Development of Military Weapons and Technological Infrastructure of the Israel

Ministry of Defense'™.

The inclusion of Dr. Stopel is significant given Elbit Systems’ documented role as a
major supplier to Israel's military and its reported involvement in weapons and
surveillance systems used in Israeli military operations in Gaza"®.

June 2025: By this point, the death toll in Gaza sat at more than 56,000 — mostly
women and children™. During the complete blockade of aid by Israel, the number
of malnutrition-related deaths was increasing, especially amongst children.
Meanwhile, more than 700 people were killed whilst searching for food at the
Israel-United States “Gaza Humanitarian Foundation” (GHF) distribution points™®™,
In the same month, the Max Planck Society president was present at the Technion's
100 Board of Governors, where he received the Technion President's Award for
Exceptional Achievements and where he was part of a panel discussing “Fighting
Antisemitism”?*" Technion’s president, Prof. Uri Sivan, thanked the MPS for its role
in supporting the defense of Israel, while Prof. Emeritus Peretz Lavie, the moderator
of the panel, labelled the statement “Free Palestine” as “a rallying cry for violence
against Jews, synagogues, and communities.” The MPS president focused his
speech on collaboration. Here is a short extract from his speech:

"While many around the world believe this is the time to sever ties with Israel, we
believe that strengthening scientific bridges is vital for all parties(...)"

"% https://www.icj-cij.org/sites/default/files/case-related/192/192-20240126-ord-01-00-en.pdf, para. 53.

M https://www.ochaopt.org/content/reported-impact-snapshot-gaza-strip-21-may-2025

"2 https://www.biu.ac.il/en/article/583481

™ https://www.minerva.mpg.de/17649/minerva-meeting-in-berlin
"https://www.bmftr.bund.de/SharedDocs/Downloads/EN/WTZ/BMBF_WTZ_Programm_vormittag_A4_barrierefrei_07.pdf
S https://innovationisrael.org.il/fen/contact/alon-stopel-ph-d/

"6 https://investigate.info/company/elbit-systems

" https://www.ochaopt.org/content/reported-impact-snapshot-gaza-strip-25-june-2025

8 https://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/latest/us-backed-aid-distribution-points-gaza-are-sites-orchestrated-killing
"https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/08/un-experts-alarmed-reports-enforced-disappearances-gaza-humanitarian
120 https://www.technion.ac.il/en/blog/article/antisemitism-is-a-cancer-that-has-been-spreading-for-decades-in-american/

2 https://www.technion.ac.il/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/Technion_BOG_bizl.pdf
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Israel’'s President Isaac Herzog was at the opening ceremony of the event'®. The
program of Technion's 100 Board of Governors also included a visit to the Rafael
Advanced Defense Systems at the Leshem Institute'®.

September 2025: By this point, the death toll in Gaza had risen to 65,000, including
more than 18,000 children'%, Due to Israel’'s continuous blockade of food and aid,
a famine had been declared in the Gaza City governorate, with almost 2 million
people being identified as “facing or projected to face crisis or worse levels of acute
food insecurity'.” The UN Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the
Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, and Israel found that™’
“Israel is responsible for the commission of genocide in Gaza. It is clear that there is
an intent to destroy the Palestinians in Gaza through acts that meet the criteria set
forth in the Genocide Convention.” In the same month, the Max Planck Society’s
Minerva Foundation opened a call for the creation of “up to two Minerva Centers in
2026."8

November 2025: Reports revealed that the death toll in Gaza had risen to 70,000,
including more than 20,000 children™®"™°, Two reports from the UN Special
Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Palestinian territory occupied
since 1967, Francesca Albanese, denounced the complicity of Germany and of
Germany'’s universities™""? in the genocide. Meanwhile, the level of repression of the
voices opposing lIsrael's conduct drove several UN Special Rapporteurs to urge
Germany to halt the criminalization and police violence against Palestinian
solidarity activism™. The Max Planck Society president received an honorary PhD
from the Weizmann Institute of Science®™. Shortly after, a new Max Planck Center
for Democracy, Security and Human Rights was opened at the Hebrew University of
Jerusalem™ "¢ This new center has a budget of 5 million euros over five years and
has Prof. Barak Medina as one of its directors, and Prof. Yuval Shany as one of its
co-directors. The MPS president was at the opening ceremony of the center in
Jerusalem. In his speech for the new center on “Democracy, Security and Human
Rights”, he did not mention the genocide in Gaza or the suppression of freedom of
speech in Germany™’. Here is a short extract from the speech:

“Looking back at two very difficult years, | want to express deep respect,
gratitude, and admiration to you - the academic community — and to all the
citizens of Israel who spoke out against war, and for peace and human rights(...). |
am sure we will meet again soon. But for now, let me assure you that the Max
Planck Society will continue to stand against boycotts, to fight antisemitism, and

22 https://www.technion.ac.il/len/blog/article/the-technion-is-a-miracle/

23 https://www.technion.ac.il/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/Technion_BOG_bizl.pdf

24 https://www.ochaopt.org/content/reported-impact-snapshot-gaza-strip-12-november-2025

25 https://www.unicef.org/sop/stories/after-two-years-war-gazas-education-system-brink-collapse

26 https://www.ochaopt.org/content/reported-impact-snapshot-gaza-strip-17-september-2025

27 https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/09/israel-has-committed-genocide-gaza-strip-un-commission-finds

28 https://www.minerva.mpg.de/85079/call-for-proposals-minerva-centers-2025-26

29 https://www.ochaopt.org/content/reported-impact-snapshot-gaza-strip-12-november-2025

0 https://www.unicef.org/sop/stories/after-two-years-war-gazas-education-system-brink-collapse
Bhttps://www.un.org/unispal/document/a-hrc-59-23-from-economy-of-occupation-to-economy-of-genocide-report-special-ra
pporteur-francesca-albanese-palestine-2025/

2 https://www.un.org/unispal/document/special-rapporteur-report-gaza-genocide-a-collective-crime-20oct25/
B3https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/10/un-experts-urge-germany-halt-criminalisation-and-police-violence-against
34 https://www.weizmann.ca/seven-unique-voices-in-the-symphony-of-human-achievement/

5 https://www.mpg.de/25704767/max-planck-center-for-democracy-security-and-human-rights
Behttps://www.bfhu.org/2025/11/11/the-hebrew-university-and-max-planck-society-launch-international-center-for-democracy-
security-and-human-rights/

B7 https://www.mpg.de/25712094/20251111-max-planck-center-jerusalem.pdf
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to ensure that Israeli science remains an active part of the European research
community.”

Shortly after, researchers from the Max Planck Institute for Demographic Research
and the Center for Demographic Studies, Rostock, updated a paper®™?, published in
October 2025™°, estimating that the death toll in Gaza, by October 6 2025, had likely
surpassed 100,000 deaths.

December 2025: After a two-year hiatus, the Minerva Weizmann Committee met at
the Weizmann Institute, selecting 32 new projects'®. The director of the Max Planck
Institute for Heart and Lung Research, the director of the Max Planck Institute of
Molecular Genetics, Berlin, and the director of the Max Planck Institute for Brain
Research, Frankfurt, were present at the meeting.

Taken together, this chronology does not point to an absence of ethical awareness
within the Max Planck Society, but rather to a consistent hierarchy in the
application of these principles. Across the timeline, moments in which the MPS
invokes the responsibility of science, particularly when disciplining individual
researchers (such as Prof. G. Hage) or safeguarding its institutional reputation,
stand in stark contrast to its continued expansion and public celebration of
collaborations with Israeli institutions, whilst overlooking the extensive destruction
of Palestinian educational institutions. These sustained partnerships, maintained
and even deepened over time, function not merely as neutral scientific exchanges
but as forms of institutional alignment that risk concealing, normalizing, and
downplaying the gravity of |Israel's conduct. That conduct includes
well-documented and widely reported practices associated with occupation,
apartheid, and, as increasingly recognized by international bodies, acts consistent
with genocide. In this context, the selective invocation of ethical standards appears
institutionally inconsistent. The role of science as a socially responsible institution is
strongly emphasized in certain internal contexts, while sustained collaborations
with lIsraeli institutions linked to military structures and practices raising serious
human rights concerns have largely remained unaffected. This discrepancy raises
broader ethical, political and legal questions regarding the application of the Max
Planck Society’s own principles of responsibility and “do no harm."

2.2) Discursive Framings of Policies Affecting
Palestinians

Problematic statements from key figures of the Minerva Center for
Human Rights

Several public statements by figures institutionally affiliated with the Minerva
Center raise concerns regarding the framing of Palestinian civilian protection,
international law, and Israeli military conduct. The following list is by no means

B8 https://www.mpg.de/25778228/1125-defo-gaza-study-reveals-unprecedented-losses-of-life-and-life-expectancy-154642-x
3% Gémez-Ugarte, A.C,, et al., Popul Health Metrics 23, 55 (2025). https://doi.org/10.1186/s12963-025-00422-9
40 https://www.minerva.mpg.de/120759/minerva-weizmann-meeting-2025
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exhaustive, but sheds light on the concerning nature of ideas and narratives being
promoted by those at the center.

Prof. Dr. Barak Medina is the director of the Minerva Center for Human Rights and
the co-director of the new Max Planck Center for Democracy, Security and Human
Rights opened at the Hebrew University in November 2025 (see Paragraph 2.1). In
2019, while he was the rector of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, Prof. Medina
supported the use of the University’s campus on Mount Scopus by the IDF during

the raids, blockade and occupation of the nearby Palestinian village of Issawiya M2
Wind, 2024)

In “Medina, Barak; Enoch, David, What is Permissible in the War against Hamas?,
VerfBlog, 17/10/2023™4, Prof. Medina states:

“The threat [fromm Hamas] is significant enough to justify attempting to Kill
anyone associated with the organization, directly or indirectly (...) If the relevant
acts are morally forbidden, they must not be carried out even if international law
permits them; and given what is at stake, if they are morally justified, they should
be carried out even if it means violating international law.”

Prof. Dr. Anne Peters is the Director of the Max Planck Institute for Comparative
Public Law and International Law in Heidelberg and the Chair of the Minerva
Center for Human Rights. Prof. Peters was part of the representation for Germany
during the proceedings instituted by Nicaragua concerning the “Alleged Breaches
of Certain International Obligations in Respect of the Occupied Palestinian
Territory” in April 20242,

In March 2024, Prof. Dr. Medina and Dr. Anne Peters published an article together
in the Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung titled "Terror militarisch bekampfen?"“
(English translation: “How to combat terrorismn militarily?”). In the article it is
suggested that, due to “ample evidence” of Hamas using civilian infrastructure for
military purposes, the loss of special legal protection for civilian infrastructure such
as hospitals in Gaza may be justified. Prof. Medina also underlines that the
accusations of genocide against Israel ignore the "role of Hamas".

No “ample evidence” that “Hamas is using civil infrastructures for military purposes”
is given in the article and, despite similar allegations from Israel’'s army, insufficient
and unsubstantial evidence has been given by the IDF to validate these claims™**>,

The Max Planck Society president, Prof. Dr. Patrick Cramer, praised the article on his
personal X account, describing it as an "Important International Law assessment."“®

Furthermore, in her article titled "International Law and its Scholarship in the Time
of Monsters", Dr. Anne Peters writes'”:

"Those who denounce the “genocide” against Palestinians do not necessarily
mean the crime in a technical sense, but use the word to decry the complete

4 https://doi.org/10.59704/f18c8b43c6d12f1a

42 https://www.icj-cij.org/node/203882

1“3 https://www.faz.net/aktuell/terror-militaerisch-bekaempfen-19568184.html

44 https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/countries/opt/20241231-attacks-hospitals-gaza-en.pdf
“Shttps://www.un.org/unispal/document/security-council-debates-israeli-attacks-on-hospitals-allegedly-misused-by-hamas-as
-un-rights-chief-urges-independent-probes-press-release/

46 https://x.com/mpgpresident/status/1765727823715582260

“7 https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm
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dominance (up to physical extermination) of populations of the Global South by
the resource-hungry North. The current intellectual and political rift, manifest at
the North-Western universities, has lost touch with the specific and concrete
features of the conflict, and the fixation on the evil “North”, represented by Israel,
tends to downplay or deny the agency of Palestinians, of Hamas, and of
neighbouring Arab states."

Prof. Yuval Shany is one of the editors-in-chief of Israel Law Review'® at the Minerva
Center for Human Rights and one of the co-directors of the new Max Planck Center
for Democracy, Security and Human Rights at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem
(see Paragraph 2.1). In December 2024, he published an article on Just Security
titled "A Cramped Interpretation of International Jurisprudence? Some Critical
Observations on the Amnesty International Genocide Report on Gaza."*® The article
suggests factors such as population density or Hamas' disregard for the lives of
Palestinians as possible causes of the high death toll in Gaza, as well as the inability
for the civilians to leave the area due to the reluctance of the neighboring
countries. Throughout the article, Israel’s disproportionate use of force and violation
of international law are described as claims by observers. Notably, Prof. Shany states
that “one main aim of the report was to maximize its public shaming effect”
(referring to the Amnesty International Genocide Report on Gaza™).

Judge Prof. Daphne Barak-Erez is a member of the International Advisory Board,
Israel Law Review of the Minerva Center for Human Rights™ and of the Supreme
Court of Israel. As a justice of the Israeli Supreme Court, she has participated in
rulings criticized by human rights organizations as well as legal academics as
contributing to the maintenance of occupation and unequal legal regimes™. These
include laws that reinforce Israel's Jewish ethnonationalism and encourage settler
colonialism™>, approval of the arbitrary detention of Palestinians without charge or
trial™*, dispossession and expulsion of Palestinians in the occupied Palestinian
territory™, the destruction of Palestinian homes as a form of collective
punishment™®, and the rejection of the Foreign Press Association’s petition for
access to besieged Gaza™’ in January 2025.

Problematic statements from members of the Minerva Center for the
Rule of Law under Extreme Conditions

Members of the Minerva Center for the Rule of Law under Extreme Conditions have
also reproduced discourses which risk legitimizing further infringements on the
rights of Palestinians. A page of the website of the Minerva Center titled “Iron
Swords: Israel-Hamas war in Gaza"®, lists several statements made by Minerva
Center members in newspapers, blogs or other media. The following are two
examples.

48 https://en.minervacenter.huji.ac.il/editorial-staff-O

49 https://www.justsecurity.org/105790/critical-amnesty-international-gaza-genocide/
SOhttps://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2024/12/amnesty-international-concludes-israel-is-committing-genocide-against-p
alestinians-in-gaza/

T https://fen.minervacenter.huji.ac.il/advisory-boards-and-academic-committees

52 Statement of over a Hundred International Academics and Lawyers Writing to Law & Society Institute (LSI), Humboldt
University Berlin Seeking Reflection on Lack of Academic Integrity Re: Gaza,Vdlkerrechtsblog, 27.05.2025, DOI:
10.17176/20250627-083114-0.

53 Ref. Hasson v. The Knesset, HCJ 5555/18, December 22, 2020

'S4 Ref. for example, John Doe v. Minister of Defense, Admin Detention Appeal, 406/21, January 28, 2021

S5 Ref. Sarahan v. The Custodian General, HCJ 7446/17, November 21, 2018

56 Ref. Rabha v. Military Commander of the West Bank, HCJ 480/21, January 27, 2021

57 Ref. TOI Staff, High Court says Israel can keep barring foreign reporters from Gaza, January 10th, 2025, Times of Israel

58 https://minervaxtremelaw.haifa.ac.il/2024/01/28/iron-swords-israel-hamas-war-in-gaza/
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Ido Rosenzweig is the Director of Research of the Multiple and Cascading Extreme
Conditions Research at the Minerva Center™. In a blog published in June 2024 in
The Times of Israel titled “In Gaza: Unveiling ‘No Uninvolved’ Civilians"®°, Dr.
Rosenzweig discusses the statement “there are no uninvolved civilians in Gaza."
According to him, it is difficult to say if the statement is accurate or not, as it is
difficult to discern between civilians “involved” and civilians “actively taking part in
hostilities.” Dr. Rosenzweig makes the example of “civilians who handed out
candies in Gaza” and “civilians who kidnapped and actively assisted in the
kidnappings” on October 7th, or of “a civilian in whose home Hamas weapons are
stored under children’s beds, and a civilian who keeps a hostage in their home or
assists in moving them.”

Rosenzweig’s statements weaken the category of the civilian, particularly the legal
obligation to protect civilians living under an illegal occupation. This is crucial not
only because the distinction between civilian and combatant is central to
international law, but also because the repeated state invocation of civilians not
being worthy of legal protection made Israeli grave violations of international law,
including the crime of genocide, possible in the first place.

Dr. Robert Neufeld is a research fellow at the Minerva Center. In January 2024, he
wrote a post in The Jerusalem Post titled “The 'Palestinianization' of international
law — opinion.”® According to Dr. Neufeld, the entire corpus of international law is
undergoing the process of “Palestinization”. Concepts like occupation, apartheid
and genocide are “Palestinized” and trivialized “to fit into the Palestinized
paradigm.”

While this article still falls within the scope of protected speech, the article
trivializes Palestinian grievances pursued before an international court, ridiculing in
this way attempts to bring justice via international law.

While dismissing Prof. Ghassan Hage for a post on his personal blog and stating
that “Racism, Islamophobia, anti-Semitism, discrimination, hatred, and agitation
have no place in the Max Planck Society"®?, the MPS did not take any action or issue
similar statements in cases, such as those presented above, involving its Israeli
affiliates, effectively rendering Palestinian lives less worthy of protection.

2.3) Academic Involvement with the IDF

Conference on the War in Gaza with a speaker from the IDF

In December 2024, the Minerva Center for Human Rights organised the
19th Annual Minerva Conference on International Humanitarian Law titled "The
Gaza War and International Law: Norms and Institutions.™ As part of the
conference, a talk titled "The distinctive feature of the Hamas-Israel War" was given
by Brig. Gen. Roni Katzir, head of the IDF International Law Branch'®*(see Figure 2).

59 https://minervaxtremelaw.haifa.ac.il/2021/10/10/adv-ido-rosenzweig-director-of-belligerencies-and-terrorism/

%0 https://blogs.timesofisrael.com/in-gaza-unveiling-no-uninvolved-civilians/

¥ https://www.jpost.com/opinion/article-782647

62 https://www.mpg.de/21510445/statement-ghassan-hage

83 https://len.minervacenter.huji.ac.il/2024-events-O#IHL19

%4 https:/fen.minervacenter.huji.ac.il/sites/default/files/minervacenteren/files/minerva_conference_on_the_gaza_war.pdf
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The session was chaired by Prof. Yuval Shany, member of the Center'® and

co-director of the new Max Planck Center for Democracy, Security and Human
Rights, which was opened at the Hebrew University in November 2025,

Such an academic event, held during a time in which the IDF was committing
grave violations of international law, including war crimes, crimes against humanity
and genocide, leaves the impression of normalising and legitimizing these actions.
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Figure 2) Screenshots of the Minerva Center for Human Rights website: "The Gaza War and
International Law: Norms and Institutions” organised by the Minerva Center for Human Rights’”
Left: Brig. Gen. Roni Katzir at the conference. The logo of the Minerva Center for Human Rights is
visible behind him. Right: Brig. Gen. Roni Katzir and Prof. Yuval Shany at the same conference.

Academic events with members of the IDF and the Ministry of Defense

On multiple occasions, the Minerva Center for the Rule of Law Under Extreme
Conditions invited Colonel (ret.) Adv. Pnina Sharvit Baruch to its conferences and
workshops'®®1e2170171172 "Cq|, (ret.) Adv. Baruch, now a senior researcher at the Institute
for National Security Studies (INSS), served in the International Law Department of
the Military Advocate General (MAG) Unit of the IDF, which she headed from 2003
to 2009. During her tenure, Israel conducted the military operation “Operation Cast
Lead”. A UN fact-finding mission documented violations of international human
rights law and international humanitarian law committed in the context of military
operations conducted in Gaza during the period 27 Dec. 2008-18 Jan. 2009,
Amongst those crimes was an lIsraeli airstrike that killed eighty-nine Palestinian
police cadets during their graduation ceremony in Gaza'’“'”. Col. (ret.) Adv. Baruch
led the legal team that approved the strike, contending that the cadets (civilians
according to international law'’®) could be considered combatants™aa Wind, 2024 Cg|,
(ret.) Adv. Baruch also offered legal justification for the tactic of targeting civilian
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7 https://www.youtube.com/watch
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buildings known as “roof knocking”"”’. This tactic consists of bombing the roof of
civilian infrastructure to “warn” civilians before targeting the infrastructure more
severely (often within minutes).

Furthermore, in 2018 the center invited Maj. General (ret.) Dan Efrony, the former
Military Advocate General of the Israel Defense Forces from 2011 to 2015, as a
speaker to the conference titled “Legal Challenges of Terror”’® During his period
as MAG of the IDF falls the 2014 Israeli attack on Gaza which is under investigation
by the International Criminal Court for crimes against humanity and war crimes'”®.
The Military Advocate General is responsible for providing legal advice to the IDF
for military operations®®'®, including attacks involving strikes on civilian
infrastructure'?,

Collaboration with the National Knowledge and Research Center for
Emergency Readiness

The Minerva Center for the Rule of Law Under Extreme Conditions collaborated
with the National Knowledge and Research Center for Emergency and Readiness
(NKRER), on different research projects during 2022-2025'®3, NKRER was founded in
2018 by the Israel Ministry of Science and Technology and by the Israeli Ministry of
Defense™* and closed in July 2025. Personnel from the IDF and MAFAT are listed in
the Center Steering Committee'. RAFAEL's Center for Military Analysis is also part
of NKRER, and, according to its website'®®: “Some of the Center research in the last
years is relevant to dealing with the war with Gaza and its aftermath.”

77 https://www.jpost.com/israel-news/politics-and-diplomacy/icc-may-not-be-equipped-to-rule-on-war-crimes-468355
78 https://minervaxtremelaw.haifa.ac.il/2018/05/10/legal-challenges-of-terror/

79 https://www.icc-cpi.int/palestine
BOhttps://www.inss.org.il/wp-content/uploads/systemfiles/EfroniChallengesPosedbylnternationalLawintheContextofUrbanWar
fare.pdf

8 https://www.jpost.com/israel-news/rule-of-law-efronis-wars-430505

82 hitps://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/jan/28/israel-policy-targeting-gaza-homes-human-rights

'8 https://minervaxtremelaw.haifa.ac.il/2025/03/09/center-research/

84 https://muchanut.haifa.ac.il/index.php/en/

85 https://muchanut.haifa.ac.il/index.php/en/about-eng/second-row/steering-committee

'8 https://muchanut.haifa.ac.il/index.php/en/2-uncategorised/243-iron-swords-the-war-with-gaza-2023
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Chapter 3

Military-Academic Entanglements
at Max Planck’s Minerva Centers
at the Technion

Representative of Director of Max Planck Society’s
Israel Ministry of Defense, Minerva Center at the Technion

[ 2019 ceremony at laboratory
in which the Minerva Center is located ]

Source: https://aijes.net.technion.ac.il/gallery/



3.1) The Minerva Center for Micro Turbine
Powered Energy Systems (MTPES)

The Minerva Center for Micro Turbine Powered Energy Systems (MTPES), opened in
2014, is part of the Aerospace Department of Technion and is directed by Prof. Beni
Cukurel™®. The evidence suggests that the center is embedded within institutional
frameworks explicitly oriented toward military applications (see also Appendix).

Funded by Israeli & US military institutions

The Minerva Center's director, Prof. Beni Cukurel, lists grants received from
2016-2024 under the category "Non-Competitive Defense-Impact Funding" on his
publicly available CV™®. He received continuous funding from Israel's leading
military institutions such as the Advanced Defence Research Institute of the Center
for Security Science & Technology (ADRI), RAFAEL, IAl, and MAFAT (a joint
administrative body of the Israel Ministry of Defense and the lIsrael Defense
Forces'™). Furthermore, the Minerva Center's website lists grants it received from
Israel Aerospace Industries, the US Office of Army Research and from ADRI™%",

Grants from ADRI

The Minerva Center lists a grant received from ADRI - also referred to as the Peter
Munk Institute - on their website™™. The ADRI is a military institute at Technion
focused on making academic research applicable for the IDF®* and the Ministry of
Defense. It is headed by Netanyahu's former National Security Advisor, Prof. Jacob
Nagel™“,

ADRI is also found on the CV of Beni Cukurel, the director of Max Planck’s center,
who lists two grants received from ADRI on his CV*°. In September 2024, Prof.
Cukurel participated in a conference organized by ADRI titled “Security and the War
on Terror: The Scientific Challenge”*’, The conference was attended by members

Netanyahu advisor
Jacob Nagel

Max Planck Society’s
ADRI Minerva Fenter MTPES
at Technion, Israel
Grants/ Funding to

Director of ADRI - ’

Participation in ADRI ;;
)
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%
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87 https://www.minerva.mpg.de/centers/list/minerva-center-for-micro-turbine-powered-energy-systems

88 https:/fese.iyte.edu.tr/wp-content/uploads/sites/86/2023/02/BeniCukurel_TechnionCV-1.pdf

8 https://ddrd-mafat.mod.gov.il/en

%0 https://mtpes.net.technion.ac.il/additional-grants-procured/

! The grant received from CSST-ADRI is referenced on the MTPES website as “The ‘Peter Munk’ Research Institute, Center for
Security Science & Technology”. Peter Munk is the name of the main donor to the center.

92 https://mtpes.net.technion.ac.il/additional-grants-procured/

93 https://adritechnion.ac.il/about-us/

¥4 https://www.fdd.org/team/jacob-nagel/

%5 https://ese.iyte.edu.tr/wp-content/uploads/sites/86/2023/02/BeniCukurel_TechnionCV-1.pdf

96 https://adri.technion.ac.il/conferences/
Yhttps://adri.technion.ac.il/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/%D7%AA%D7%95%D7%9B%D7%A0%D7%99%D7%AA-%D7%9B%D7%
A0%D7%A1-%D7%91%D7%99%D7%98%D7%97%D7%95%D7%9F-%D7%95%D7%IE%D7%IC%D7%97%D7%IE%D7%9424-.pdf
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of MAFAT, IDF, and RAFAEL"™®. The title of his contribution to the conference was:
“UMGT - ULTRA MICRO GAS TURBINE POWERED ENERGY SYSTEM". Research on
the same topic (UMGTs) was published by Prof. Cukurel in October 2024 in two
papers™ that acknowledge both the Max Planck Society and ADRI (‘Peter Munk,
Center for Security, Science and Technology’) in their “Funding Data” sections. As
stated in the papers’ abstract,®® UMGTs are relevant for drones. Another paper
written by MTPES researchers and Cukurel also acknowledges both the Max Planck
Society and ADRI as sponsors?®.

“During the (Gaza) war, we rapidly turned academic concepts into
operational solutions for the battlefield”

Jacob Nagel, the director of ADRI, is one of the closest associates of Benjamin
Netanyahu. In 2025 Netanyahu appointed Nagel as the chair of a special committee
tasked to examine the IDF strategy for the next decade and IDF force design®2 He
concludes: “Gaza still harbors thousands of terrorists and eradicating them will take
years."?%

In March 2025, Jacob Nagel stated®®* “During the (Gaza) war, we rapidly turned
academic concepts into operational solutions for the battlefield”. Jacob Nagel can
thus be considered to be the key connector between academia and practical
military applications in the genocide. (See Appendix for further details).

Embedded in military-funded laboratory

The MTPES operates within Technion's Turbomachinery and Heat Transfer
Laboratory, with which it also shares the same director, Prof. Cukurel*®>?°¢, The
laboratory's website lists its funders®*®”: Minerva Foundation, US Army, US Navy,
NATO, IAl, MAFAT, and RAFAEL, amongst others (see the figure below).

Technion University

Inuan TIWN MAX-PLANCK-GESELLSCHAFT
MINISTRY OF DEFENSE

7
rArAELGY @M

Isral Aerospace Industries

funded by

Minerva Center MTPES

US Army,
Office of Army Research

The case of Max Planck’s Minerva Center at Technion, the MTPES, demonstrates
that the Max Planck Society not only collaborates with military-funded Israeli

®8https://adri.technion.ac.il/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/%D7%AA%D7%95%D7%9B%D7%A0%D7%99%D7%AA-%D7%9B%D7%
A0%D7%A1-%D7%91%D7%99%D7%98%D7%97%D7%95%D7%9F-%D7%95%D7%IE%D7%IC%D7%97%D7%IE%D7%9424-.pdf

%9 https://doi.org/10.1115/1.4064825; https://doi.org/10.1115/1.406 4826

200 |bid.
'https://asmedigitalcollection.asme.org/gasturbinespower/article/146/2/021006/1166787/Ceramic-and-Metal-Additive-Manufac
turing-of
22https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/netanyahu-convenes-new-special-committee-focused-on-national-ai-strategy
/

203 https://ats.org/our-impact/the-nagel-committee-report/

204 https://ats.org/our-impact/the-nagel-committee-report/

205 https://ats.org/about/faces-of-the-technion/beni-cukurel/

206 https://bcukurel.net.technion.ac.il/

207 https://bcukurel.net.technion.ac.il/grants/
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institutions — its Minerva Center is physically and institutionally situated within a
laboratory that also lists military and defense-sector funders. A publicly accessible
virtual tour®® of the Turbomachinery and Heat Transfer Laboratory, which hosts
Max Planck’s MTPES, shows how the MTPES operates alongside military research
projects conducted with RAFAEL, MAFAT, and the
Israeli Air Force (see also Appendix).

Logos of MAFAT and Max Planck’'s MTPES
A Virtual Lab Tour shows a red “DDR&D"” logo on

machinery in the “Test Cell Area” room. The logo stands
for “Directorate of Defence Research & Development”
(Hebrew: “MAFAT"). Right behind it on a wall, the Max
Planck Society’s MTPES logo is visible.

Logos of Max Planck Society's MTPES
The Virtual Lab Tour also shows the Max

Planck Society's MTPES logo in the “Small
Engine Test Facilities” room. These are only
two examples of the display of the Max
Planck Society’'s logo in the Turbomachinery
and Heat Transfer Laboratory. It is also visible
in the “Test Cell - Area 1", in the “Combustion
Testing Area” and in the “Low Speed Test
Facilities - Area 2".

Machinery shared with military-related

projects

The “Combustion Engine Area” of the
Turbomachinery and Heat  Transfer
Laboratory shows the MTPES logo on the
“Capstone Microturbine”. This turbine is also
displayed on the Max Planck Society's
website?® (see Appendix), and on the
website of another project of the laboratory,
the “Zirmey Silon Project”?°, which states its
mission explicitly as "Enhancing educational
initiatives in cooperation with industry
leaders and the IDF". The Zirmey Silon
Project is supported by RAFAEL, Bet
Shemesh Engines, MAFAT, and the Israeli Air
Force. It is directed by Prof. Cukurel who
also directs Max Planck’'s MTPES and the
entire laboratory.

208 https://fapp.lapentor.com/sphere/turbomachinery-and-heat-transfer-lab
209 https://www.minerva.mpg.de/centers/list/minerva-center-for-micro-turbine-powered-energy-systems
20 https://zirmey-silon.technion.ac.il/
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Military-funded projects
A poster titled “Adaptive Cycle

Micro-Turbofan Engine”™" is shown just
under Max Planck’s MTPES logo in the “Test
Cell - Area2” room?2 The project, focused on
engines for unmanned aircraft systems
(drones), was part of the Zirmey Silon
Project®, and was also supported by NATO
and by the US Office of Naval Research?“.

In the “Small Engine Test Facilities”, the
Virtual Lab Tour also shows posters of
research projects such as the “AEOLUS
project”?*?®  which is conducted in
collaboration with MAFAT and RAFAEL.

RAFAELOPD

(MAFAT)

ks

Conference organized by MTPES’s director and representative of Israel’s
Ministry of Defense

The "Israel Symposium on Jet Engines & Gas Turbines" is a conference organized by
MTPES director Beni Cukurel and members of the Israeli Ministry of Defense, the
Israel Air Force and RAFAEL?’. The sponsors of the 18th AIJES (2019) included the
Max Planck Society’s Minerva Stiftung, RAFAEL, IAl, Bet Shemesh Engines, the
Israeli Air Force and MAFAT (see Appendix)?®?"°, Furthermore, companies connected
to Israel’'s defense sector and producing components for military applications, such
as Carmel Metal Ltd.?*°, Motion Tech Ltd.??, and Turbogen Ltd.?**??, presented their
products at the conference®®. Prof. Cukurel’'s talk at the conference was titled:
“Development of Ultra-Compact Micro Gas Turbines with 400W Electric Power
Output as a Battery Replacement in Drones”.

Photos of the 18th AIJES Conference in 2019 are available together with pictures of
the ceremony for the opening of the renovated buildings of the Turbomachinery

M https://bcukurel.net.technion.ac.il/files/2021/07/Adaptive-Cycle-Engine.pdf

22 https://app.lapentor.com/sphere/turbomachinery-and-heat-transfer-lab

23 https://zirmey-silon.technion.ac.il/versatile-adaptive-micro-turbofan-engine-development-for-uas-applications/
2% https://apps.dtic.mil/sti/trecms/pdf/AD1154923.pdf

25 https://zirmey-silon.technion.ac.il/sponsored-research-projects/uav-senior-design-7-8-project-2019-2020/
28 https://app.lapentor.com/sphere/turbomachinery-and-heat-transfer-lab

27 https://aijes.net.technion.ac.il/organizing-committee/

28 https://aijes.net.technion.ac.il/files/2020/10/BOOK-OF-ABSTRACT-AIJES-18th.pdf

29 https://aijes.net.technion.ac.il/sponsers/

20 https://www.m-carmel.com/industries/defense/

2 https://www.motiontech.co.il/en/

222 https://fturbogenchp.com/products/

23 https://www.israeldefense.co.il/len/node/67296

24 https://aijes.net.technion.ac.il/files/2020/10/BOOK-OF-ABSTRACT-AIJES-18th.pdf
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and Heat Transfer Laboratory?*2?%2??’ The photos show Max Planck’s MTPES director
Beni Cukurel cutting the ceremony’s ribbon together with Major Yigal Ben-Shabat,
head of the Propulsion Systems Branch of the Aeronautical Division of Israel’s
Ministry of Defense (see Figure 3). Major Yigal Ben-Shabat is also amongst the
speakers of the conference’s opening session?®,

Prof. Beni Cukurel,

Head of the Minerva Center
for Micro Turbine Powered Energy Systems

Major Yigal Ben-Shabat,
Israel's Ministry of Defense

Figure 3) Prof. Cukurel,
head of the MTPES, is seen
cutting the ribbon at the
ceremony for the opening
of the renovated buildings
of the Turbomachinery and
Heat Transfer Laboratory
together with Major Yigal
Ben-Shabat, head of the
Propulsion Systems Branch
of the Aeronautical
Division of Israel’s Ministry
of Defense?*#°,

Papers co-authored and co-financed with Israeli and US military
institutions

Further evidence of extensive collaborations can be found in publications focusing
on research areas with foreseeable military applications for unmanned aerial
vehicles (drones). Published papers listed on the MTPES website list co-authors
from RAFAEL and the US Air Force Research Laboratory®"*? with the Minerva
Foundation acknowledged as a funder alongside the US Army Research Laboratory,
ADRI*? and the Meimad Program Grant®*,

The Meimad Program is, according to MAFAT's website”>, “A joint program of
DDR&D, the Israel Innovation Authority, and the Ministry of Finance for dual-use
military, security, and commercial R&D.” The program is “intended for companies,
entrepreneurs, and academic institutions conducting applied technological
research aimed at developing military and commercial applications. From
pre-product development to the technological prototype stage”.

235

225 https://aijes.net.technion.ac.il/gallery/

226 https://photos.app.goo.gl/gAKxZeHNnrAMG6FChV7

227 https://aerospace.technion.ac.il/news/official-opening-of-the-turbomachinery-heat-transfer-laboratory/
228 https://aijes.net.technion.ac.il/files/2020/10/BOOK-OF-ABSTRACT-AIJES-18th.pdf

229 https://aijes.net.technion.ac.il/gallery/

20 https://photos.app.goo.gl/gAKxZeHNnrAMGFChV7

=1 https://doi.org/10.1115/1.4063923

252 https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijheatmasstransfer.2025.127642

23 https://doi.org/10.1115/1.406342]1; https://doi.org/10.1115/1.4064825; https://doi.org/10.1115/1.406 4826
4 http://innovation-israel-en.mag.calltext.co.il/magazine/45/pages/35

25 https://ddrd-mafat.mod.gov.il/len/mafat-for-startups/meimad
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Conferences with the presence of the IDF and Israeli arms companies
MTPES researchers organise and participate in conferences where representatives
of the Israeli military-industrial complex serve as sponsors, keynote speakers, and
organising committee members. In some cases, the Max Planck Society appears as
a sponsor. The following are a few examples:

In November 2019, a MTPES workshop hosted attendees from MAFAT, Israeli Air

Force, Bet Shemesh Engines, RAFAEL, Israeli Aircraft Industries®®.

The 18th Israel Symposium on Jet Engines & Gas Turbines (AIJES 2019) listed the
Max Planck Society and the Minerva Foundation as sponsors alongside MAFAT,
IAl, RAFAEL, and the Israel Air Force*”>*®, Conference photographs®° document
Professor Cukurel — director of the MTPES - with MAFAT members at the
opening ceremony where machinery connected to the MTPES was displayed
(see Appendix).

The 62nd Israel Annual Conference on Aerospace Science (IACAS, 2023) was
chaired by Brigadier General Shlomi Konforty, head of the Materiel Directorate
at the Israeli Air Force, while the chairman of the program committee was Prof.
Cukurel®*°,

The 11th Conference on Propulsion Technologies for Unmanned Aerial Vehicles
(January 2025), sponsored by MAFAT, IAl, and ELBIT, featured a keynote titled
"Propulsion During War - User Perspective"**"**? held by a speaker from the IDF.
MTPES principal investigator Prof. Eran Sher**® served on the organizing
committee with MAFAT and IDF representatives.

The 64th Israel Annual Conference on Aerospace Science (IACAS, March 2025)
was sponsored by RAFAEL, IAl, ELBIT, and the Israel Air Force®*“. Five out of the
seven principal investigators listed on MTPES's website participated in the
conference either as speakers or as chairs*®.

3.2) Al, Surveillance, and Military Applications:
The Franz Ollendorf Minerva Center

The Franz Ollendorf Minerva Centre for Information and Automation operated at
Technion between 1985 and 2023%*¢* The following case study demonstrates how

Zehttps://mtpes.net.technion.ac.il/turbomachinery-workshop-on-advances-in-detonation-based-engines-and-relevant-unstea
dy-turbomachinery-flows/

7 https://aijes.net.technion.ac.il/files/2020/10/BOOK-OF-ABSTRACT-AIJES-18th.pdf

28 https://aijes.net.technion.ac.il/sponsers/

29 https://aijes.net.technion.ac.il/gallery/

240 https://www.technion.ac.il/fen/blog/62nd-israel-conference-on-aerospace-sciences/

24 https://ptuav.net.technion.ac.il/

242 https://ptuav.net.technion.ac.il/files/2024/12/11th-Conference_Conference-Program_12122024.pdf

243 https://mtpes.net.technion.ac.il/

%4 https://iacas.technion.ac.il/

%5 https://iacas.technion.ac.il/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/IACAS-2025-Program-V190325.pdf

246 https://www.minerva.mpg.de/centers/list/franz-ollendorf-minerva-center-for-information-and-automation

%7 Closed in August 2023 according to the MPS's website. Acknowledgements of funding from the Center were found in
publications released in 2025 (https://ws.eventact.com/ilanramon2025/PosterVExhibition;
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jvcir.2025.104411). The Center’s website was updated in March 2025, when an article on the 125th
anniversary of the birth of Franz Ollendorf was linked to it. In the article the Center is mentioned in the present tense, see:
(https://www.technion.ac.il/en/blog/article/125-years-since-the-birth-of-franz-ollendorff/).
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directors of the Max Planck Society’s Minerva Centers are linked to research later
associated with military and surveillance applications, in this case, facial recognition
technology used for the surveillance of Palestinians.

Corsight Al Ltd: Technology used by the IDF
The Franz Ollendorf Minerva Centre's director, Prof. Yehoshua Y. Zeevi, is one of the
co-founders of Cortica Ltd.**® The other co-founders are Karina Odinaev and lgal
Raichelgauz, whose research received support from the Franz Ollendorf Minerva
Center®®®° |n September 2025, Amnesty International listed one of Cortica's
subsidiaries, Corsight Al Ltd*'*??>* as one of the contributors to Israel's war
crimes®*, Corsight Al's facial recognition technology has been used by the IDF in
Gaza and in the West Bank®®. According to an article published in The New Arab in
2024%¢, two scientific papers®’?®, published in 2006 by the co-founders of Cortica
Ltd.*° were cited thirty-two and
seven times respectively in Cortica
patents. At the time, Raichelgauz jax Planck

. = inerva Center
and Odinaev were supervising (Franz Ollendort Minerva Center)
undergraduate students at the
Ollendorf Minerva Center, while Prof.

Yehoshua Y. Zeevi was the director
(see Figure 4). A press release?® from ' {
2012 acknowledged that the Prof. Zeevi K. Odinaev I. Raichelgauz
technology at the core of Cortica’s (Director of Center)  (funding from Center) _ (funding from Centen
products was developed at Technion. l
In 2024, The New Arab confronted
the Max Planck Society about its Corsica Ltd.
involvement in the research at the
core of Corsight Al's technology. The ‘
MPS denied any involvement in it®. Corsight Al Ltd.
(subsidary)
1 )
Identified by

Amnesty Intl. as
contributor of crimes
in Gaza and West Bank

Figure 4) Schematic representation of the

connections between Franz Ollendorf AMNESTY
Minerva Center’s members and Corsight Al TERIATIONAL
Ltd.

28 https://t3.technion.ac.il/researcher/zeevi-yehoshua/

249 https://visl.technion.ac.il/projects/2006s25

20 https://visl.technion.ac.il/projects/2005s18/

1 https://www.corsight.ai/

22 https://nocamels.com/2020/04/israeli-startup-corsight-facial-recognition-tech-masked/

23 https://investigate.afsc.org/company/corsight
S4https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2025/09/global-political-economy-enabling-israels-genocide-occupation-aparthei
d/

25 https://www.nytimes.com/2024/03/27/technology/israel-facial-recognition-gaza.html

26 https://www.newarab.com/investigations/how-german-academia-contributes-surveillance-palestinians#
25710.1109/1JCNN.2006.246693, https://ieeexplore.ieee.org/abstract/document/1716104

258 10.1109/IEMBS.2006.260923, https://ieeexplore.ieee.org/abstract/document/4030634

29 https://patents.justia.com/assignee/corsight-ai-Itd

20 https://itrade.gov.il/uk/2012/08/02/israeli-start-up-cortica-raises-7m-from-horizons-ventures-and-ynon-kreiz/
2 https://www.newarab.com/investigations/how-german-academia-contributes-surveillance-palestinians#
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Chapter 4

Activities in the Occupied
Palestinian and Syrian Territories

This is a photo of a hotel located in the occupied Syrian Golan Heights. The
occupation is illegal under international law, violating Article 2(4) of the Charter of
the United Nations and UN Security Council Resolution 497 (17 December 1981).

Max Planck Society’s Fritz Haber Minerva Center co-organized a workshop called
“Unmasked - Open Quantum Systems in the Golan” at this hotel.

Source: https://fhrc.huji.ac.il/news/seminars-conferences-and-workshops/workshops-and-conferences




4.1) Academic Activities in Occupied and
Annexed Territories

Workshops in occupied Syrian territories

The Fritz Haber Minerva Center for Molecular Dynamics co-organized a workshop
titled "Unmasked - Open Quantum Systems in the Golan"#22%32%4 in May 2021 at the
Hotel in Merom Golan®>, located in the annexed and illegally occupied Syrian
territories of the Golan Heights®**®*. The workshop was co-organised and
co-sponsored by the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, Bar-llan University, the
Technion, the Weizmann Institute of Science and Tel Aviv University®®’, with
participants from the same institutes®®.

In May 2016, the Minerva Center for the Relations between lIsrael and Aram in
Biblical Times (RIAB) organised a workshop titled "Field workshop to archaeological
sites in NE Israel."®®® According to its description, the visited sites include Tel
Hadar?®, an archaeological site located in the annexed Syrian territories of the
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Golan Heights*’".

Concerns about the legality of the campus on Mount Scopus

The Minerva Center for Human Rights is located in the Law Faculty of the Hebrew
University of Jerusalem on Mount Scopus (together with two other Minerva
Centers?”). Part of the campus is located in the occupied Palestinian territory of
East Jerusalem®™avaWind, 2024) |5 2019, the campus was used as an operational base by

Israeli police and the IDF for the raids on the Palestinian village of Issawiya?’>Maa
Wind, 2024)

4.2) Archaeology, Settler Organizations, and
Territorial Narratives

According to Article 9 of the Second Protocol to the Hague Convention of 1954 for
the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict (The Hague, 26
March 1999)%4, “any illicit export, other removal or transfer of ownership of cultural
property”, “any archaeological excavation, save where this is strictly required to
safeguard, record or preserve cultural property”, and “any alteration to, or change of

2 https://fhrc.huji.ac.il/news/seminars-conferences-and-workshops/workshops-and-conferences

283 https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/n23/398/06/pdf/n2339806.pdf

4 https://fhrec.huji.ac.il/sites/default/files/f-h/files/workshop_program_2.pdf

25 https://english.meromgolantourism.co.il/

266 https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/n23/398/06/pdf/n2339806.pdf

%7 https://fhrc.huji.ac.il/news/unmasked-open-quantum-systems-golan-9-may-11-may

288 https://fhrc.huji.ac.il/sites/default/files/f-h/files/list_of_participants_web.pdf

29 https://www.aramisrael.org/post/4th-workshop-of-the-riab-center-field-workshop-to-archaeological-sites-in-ne-israel

270 https://whitelevy.fas.harvard.edu/tel-hadar-bronze-and-iron-age-community-central-levant-moshe-kochavi-and-pirhiya-beck-0

27 Article 9 of the Second Protocol to the Hague Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed
Conflict requires the Occupying Power to “ prohibit and prevent, in relation to the occupied territory, any archaeological
excavations (unless strictly required to safeguard, record or preserve such property).(..) If such excavations do take place, they
must be carried out in close cooperation with the competent national authorities of the occupied territory”
(https://lunesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000230116).

22 The Minerva Center for German History (https://koebner.huji.ac.il/) and the Minerva Center for German-Jewish Literature
and Cultural History (https://rosenzweig.huji.ac.il/).

2B https://aurdip.org/en/letter-from-aurdip-to-the-3616/

274 https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/en/ihl-treaties/hague-prot-1999/article-9
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use of, cultural property which is intended to conceal or destroy cultural, historical
or scientific evidence” are illegal under international law.

Minerva Center RIAB’s researchers and their connections to Elad

Several researchers listed as members of the Minerva Center for the Relations
between Israel and Aram in Biblical Times (RIAB) ?">?7%2’7 have been involved with
archaeological work linked to excavations funded, administered and exploited by
Elad (or “Ir David Foundation”)?®, a settler organization that promotes
archaeological and real estate activities in occupied territory. It operates
archaeological sites in the “City of David” ?7°?®°, an illegal tourism site operated by
Elad®® in the Palestinian neighbourhood of Silwan (East Jerusalem)?2%?%3, which led
to the forced eviction of Palestinian residents®*. We found publications
co-authored by RIAB members on objects from the excavation of the City of
David®®>?%¢ as well as from the Giv‘ati Parking Lot excavation?®”2882892%0 Both
excavations are funded by Elad and are located in occupied Palestinian territory.

At least two confirmed RIAB members have contributed to research based on
material recovered from Elad-funded excavations at the Giv'ati Parking Lot in
Silwan, presented as part of the “City of David.” One RIAB member co-authored a
study of Iron Age ivory panels from the site®'. The publication explicitly states that
the excavations were conducted on behalf of the Israel Antiquities Authority and Tel
Aviv University and funded by Elad. A second RIAB member co-authored a scientific
analysis of metal objects and slag recovered from the same excavation®2.

In March 2026, the Israeli newspaper Haaretz reported on a planned eviction of
approximately sixty families in Silwan and the expected demolition of sixty homes.
The newspaper writes: “The justification for the eviction and demolition is Israel’s
plan to establish a tourist archaeological park - “The King's Garden” - part of the
City of David National Park, managed by the Elad organization.”**

275 https://www.aramisrael.org/center-member

276 https://www.jstor.org/stable/43855690 This paper’s co-author is Esther Eshel from RIAB. The abstract places the excavation
on the lower eastern slope of the City of David, Jerusalem, which is in East Jerusalem. On page 167, a footnote notes that the
paper’s co-author, Joe Uziel, directed the Elad-funded excavations in East Jerusalem on which the paper is based.

277 https://publications.iaa.org.il/atiqot/vol110/iss1/7; https://doi.org/10.70967/2948-040X.1082 The excavation discussed in the
abstract refers to the west slope of the City of David hill, which lies in East Jerusalem.

278 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/lr_David_Foundation

279 https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/world-middle-east-54237970

20 https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/Documents/Issues/CulturalRights/DestructionHeritage/NGOS/EmekShaveh.pdf

2 https://www.alhag.org/publications/20869.html

82 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ir_David_Foundation

283 https://peacenow.org.il/fen/settlement-under-the-guise-of-tourism-the-elad-settler-organization-in-silwan

24 https://www.un.org/unispal/document/palestinian-family-evicted-from-its-home-in-east-jerusalem-ocha-article/

25 https://www.jstor.org/stable/43855690

286 https://publications.iaa.org.il/atigot/vol110/iss1/7; https://doi.org/10.70967/2948-040X.1082

27 https://cityofdavid.org.il/en/a-first-for-jerusalem-a-collection-of-decorated-ivories-were-unearthed-eng/

8 https://www.gov.il/len/pages/rare-collection-of-decorated-ivories-found-in-the-city-of-david-5-sep-2022

29 https://publications.iaa.org.il/atiqot/vol106/iss1/6, https://doi.org/10.70967/2948-040X.1871

20 https://publications.iaa.org.il/atiqot/vol106/iss1/26; https://doi.org/10.70967/2948-040X.1891

2! https://publications.iaa.org.il/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1871&context=atiqot&utm_

22 https://publications.iaa.org.il/atiqgot/vol106/iss1/26/
PBhttps://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/israel-politics/2026-03-26/ty-article/premium/15-palestinian-families-evicted-from-east-j
lem-homes-transferred-to-settlers/0000019d-2922-d836-aldd-b97adb710000
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Conference co-organised with the former director of the excavations of
the City of David in annexed territories

The conference "Jerusalem through the Ages: New Perspectives was held at
Schloss Beuggen (Rheinfelden, Germany) in April 2025. The conference was jointly
organised by the Ingeborg Rennert Center of Jerusalem Studies, Bar-llan University
and the Minerva Center for the Relations between Israel and Aram in Biblical Times.
One of the organizers was Prof. Joe Uziel**. Between 2011 and 2019, Prof. Uziel
worked for the Israel Antiquities Authority (IAA) as director of the excavations in the
City of David and Wilson’s Arch in the Western Wall of the City of David®%?*7, in
annexed East Jerusalem. Prof. Uziel also works as the head of the “Dead Sea Scrolls
Unit” at the IAA?®® that is responsible for the preservation and study of the Dead Sea
Scrolls. The scrolls, found in excavations in the West Bank between 1947 and 1956,
were seized by Israel during the Six-Day War in 1967%°2°°, and have since been held
by Israel.

1294

Workshops with archaeological objects from occupied territories

The Minerva Center for the Relations between Israel and Aram in Biblical Times
conducted a workshop®' with archaeological objects from Tel Burna, and
acknowledged the director of the excavation, Prof. Itzik Shai from Ariel University.
Prof. Shai was also an invited speaker at the conference “State Formation and
Re-Urbanisation in the Iron Age Levant™°%*%, co-organised by RIAB.

4.3) Connections with Ariel University

Ariel University is located in the occupied West Bank and is directly involved in the
annexation of territories for the expansion of its campus®®+*°, Ariel University is an
illegal institution according to Article 49(6) of the Fourth Geneva Convention
(1949)*°¢, the International Court of Justice Advisory Opinion (2004)*%, and the UN
Security Council Resolution 2334 (2016)*°®. Academic connections involving
members of Ariel University and members of multiple Max Planck Institutes in
Germany and of Minerva Centers exist in different forms.

Co-authored papers
Papers co-authored by members of the Max Planck Institute for Astronomy
(Heidelberg), the Max Planck Institute for Solar System Research (Géttingen) and

24 https://www.aramisrael.org/post/jerusalem-through-the-ages-new-perspectives-conference-27-29-2025
PShttps://www.theol.uni-leipzig.de/fileadmin/Fakult%C3%A4t_Theologie/Dokumente/Institut_AT/Veranstaltungen/02_25_Post
er_Minerva.pdf

26 https://lisa.biu.ac.il/sites/lisa/files/shared/CV_J_Uziel.pdf
YThttps://web.archive.org/web/20250117191119/https://www.megalim.org.il/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/New-Studies-in-the-Cit
y-of-David.pdf

28 https://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/archaeology-today/preserving-the-dead-sea-scrolls/

29 https://www.timesofisrael.com/german-government-refuses-to-certify-dead-sea-scrolls-belong-to-israel/

390 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dead_Sea_Scrolls

30! https://www.aramisrael.org/post/workshop-on-ancient-maskes-april-25th-2018
392https://www.iaw.unibe.ch/unibe/portal/fak_historisch/dga/iaw/content/e39448/e39449/e962952/files1594110/RIABSwissconfer
ence-Tentativeschedule-1_ger.pdf

303 https://www.aramisrael.org/post/meeting-on-state-formation-and-re-urbanisation-in-the-iron-age-levant

304 https://www.timesofisrael.com/adelson-to-donate-20-million-to-expand-west-bank-university/
305https://campuscore.ariel.ac.il/wp/university-friends/wp-content/uploads/sites/27/2018/11/Ariel-University-Projects-Engl|
ish-version-147.pdf

3% https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/en/ihl-treaties/gciv-1949/article-49

307 https://www.icj-cij.org/sites/default/files/case-related/131/131-20040709-ADV-01-00-EN.pdf

398 https://www.un.org/webcast/pdfs/SRES2334-2016.pdf
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the Max Planck Institute for Gravitational Physics (Hannover) and by members of
Ariel University were found®*®, mostly related to international projects such as the
CARMENES survey’™® and the LIGO-Virgo-KAGRA Collaboration®'. Further
publications were co-authored by members of Ariel and by members of the Max
Planck Institute for Polymer Research (Mainz), the Max Planck Institute for
Psycholinguistics (Nijmegen), the Max Planck Institute for Human Development
(Berlin), the Max Planck Institute of Colloids and Interfaces (Potsdam) and the Max
Planck Institute for Evolutionary Anthropology (Leipzig)*“. Furthermore, researchers
from the Minerva Center for the Relations between Israel and Aram in Biblical
Times (including its director) co-authored papers with researchers from Ariel
University?"*"43",

Conferences, seminars and workshops

We identified conferences, seminars and workshops involving researchers affiliated
with both Ariel University and institutes and centers of the Max Planck Society.
These include events that were co-organized, co-funded, or attended by
researchers from both institutions. Some examples include the following:

e The “First DIP Conference on Holography and the Swampland” was held at the
Ben-Gurion University in March 2023 and was organised by the
DIP-Collaboration®® between the Max Planck Institute of Physics (Munich),
Hamburg University, Wurzburg University, the Weizmann Institute and the
Ben-Gurion University of the Negev. The conference hosted six participants
from Ariel University®"”.

e A seminar hosted at the Max Planck Institute for Solid State Research in
Stuttgart®® that included an invited speaker from Ariel University.

e The international workshop “Archaeology Life Science and Environment” was
held at Ariel University in June 2017. The workshop had contributions from
members of the Max Planck Weizmann Center for Integrative Archaeology and
Anthropology. The Center, closed in 2018, was an interdisciplinary cooperation
between the Max Planck Institute for Evolutionary Anthropology in Leipzig, and
the Weizmann Institute of Science in Rehovot*"#?%°,

e A talk by the chair of Ariel University's Center for the research and study of
genocide was given at a conference organised by the Minerva Center for
Human Rights in December 202432522,

39 See e.g. https://doi.org/10.1051/0004-6361/202450836, https://doi.org/10.1051/0004-6361/202554992,
https://doi.org/10.1103/kw5g-d732

310 https://fen.wikipedia.org/wiki/CARMENES_survey

T https://www.ligo.caltech.edu/page/ligo-scientific-collaboration

32 See e.g. https://doi.org/10.1007/s00396-012-2855-z; https://doi.org/10.1002/sml.202006875;
https://doi.org/10.1080/00758914.2017.1279495; https://doi.org/10.1038/542003-023-04633-4; https://doi.org/10.5334/joc.231;
10.3389/fnins.2022.970878 ;
Mhttps://www.researchgate.net/publication/328692078_Resassesing_the_Character_of_the_Judahite_Centralized_Kingdom_A
n_Updated_Archaeological_View_In_Hebrew_with_English_abstract

34 https://journals.librarypublishing.arizona.edu/jaei/article/id/1182/

5 https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/abs/10.5615/neareastarch.81.1.0028

316 https://sites.physics.bgu.ac.il/holographyswampland/

37 https://sites.physics.bgu.ac.il/holographyswampland/conferencebgu/

318 https://mwww.fkf.mpg.de/7941126/29_Seminars-2023

319 https://www.eva.mpg.de/mpwc/index/

320 https://telburna.wordpress.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/abstracts-booklet-june-14-15.pdf

32 https://fen.minervacenter.huji.ac.il/sites/default/files/minervacenteren/files/cfp_2024_hopelessness_to_hopefulness.pdf
322 https://len.minervacenter.huji.ac.il/sites/default/files/minervacenteren/files/tknyh_lkns-01_1.jpg
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e The Minerva Center for the Relations between Israel and Aram in Biblical Times

conducted a workshop®*?® with archaeological objects from Tel Burna, and

acknowledged the director of the excavation, Prof. Itzik Shai from Ariel
University. Prof. Shai was also an invited speaker at the conference “State
Formation and Re-Urbanisation in the Iron Age Levant”*?**# co-organised by
RIAB.

The “20th Israel Materials Engineering Conference” (IMEC20)** was held in
Jerusalem in February 2025. Ariel University was one of the sponsors of the
conference®*?’, along with RAFAEL and MAFAT. The organising committee®**® had
members from Ariel, the Nuclear Research Center of the Negev, and RAFAEL.
Four researchers of the Max Planck Society, from the Max Planck Institute for
Sustainable Materials (Dusseldorf), the Max Planck Institute for Intelligent
Systems (Stuttgart), and the Max Planck Institute for Chemical Physics of Solids
(Dresden), participated in the conference#3303,

323 https://www.aramisrael.org/post/workshop-on-ancient-maskes-april-25th-2018

324 https://gath.wordpress.com/2024/11/20/meeting-on-state-formation-and-re-urbanisation-in-the-iron-age-levant/
325 https://www.aramisrael.org/post/meeting-on-state-formation-and-re-urbanisation-in-the-iron-age-levant

326 https://imec25.org/

327 https://imec25.0rg/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/IMEC20-book-1.pdf

328 https://imec25.org/ipps-50-committees/

329 https://program.eventact.com/Agenda/Program

330 https://imec25.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/IMEC20-book-1.pdf

331

https://imec25.org/plenary-invited-speakers/
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Conclusions and Demands

This report exposes a network of institutional and financial ties between the Max
Planck Society and lIsraeli entities directly implicated in ongoing violations of
international law. These include actors embedded in the Israeli military-industrial
complex. Furthermore, connections were also found with institutions and
organizations operating within occupied and annexed territories. Such connections
are not abstract or incidental; they are part of a material infrastructure that sustains
and normalizes occupation, apartheid, and the systematic dispossession of
Palestinians.

The evidence presented goes beyond raising general concerns. It demonstrates
that specific forms of collaboration risk contributing to the normalization or
legitimization of practices that violate fundamental principles of international law
and human rights.

In particular, this report uncovers extensive links between the Max Planck Society’s
Minerva Centers and the Israeli military-industrial apparatus. These include shared
funding schemes, joint publications, co-developed research infrastructures, and
jointly organized conferences. It further reveals that a Minerva-affiliated director
patented technology later sold to the Israeli military and used in the surveillance of
Palestinians, raising concerns about the possible downstream use of academic
research in surveillance technologies and general concerns about them being used
as a tool of control in the context of illegal dispossession and state-authorized
killing. The documented presence of Israel’'s Directorate of Defense Research and
Development (MAFAT) within academic activities tied to the Minerva Centers
underscores the depth of this entanglement.

The report also shows that connections exist between the MPS and entities
operating in occupied and annexed territories, including Ariel University, located in
an illegal settlement. In parallel, some public interventions by institutionally
affiliated figures raise concerns because they weaken protection for Palestinian
civilians or frame Israeli military violence in ways that rhetorically minimize civilian
harmm — contributing to an intellectual climate in which such grave violence is
normalized.

These collaborations cannot be understood solely as neutral academic exchanges.
Continuing such collaborations means maintaining active partnerships with
institutions that are embedded in and benefit from systems of oppression. This
stands in direct contradiction to the Max Planck Society's stated commitment to
ethical research and human rights.

Defenders of these partnerships often invoke the supposed independence and
critical nature of Israeli academia. However, the evidence presented in this report
and in a growing body of scholarship demonstrates that significant parts of Israeli
academic institutions are structurally intertwined with state policies and practices
targeting Palestinians. Invoking “academic freedom” in this context risks obscuring,
rather than confronting, these realities.

There is a fundamental difference between supporting individual scholars and
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endorsing institutions that are deeply implicated in state violence. Failing to make
this distinction allows serious questions of institutional responsibility to remain
unaddressed under the guise of neutrality.

After decades of documented dispossession, and in the context of ongoing
large-scale violence, the continuation of these collaborations cannot be framed as
apolitical®®***, |t constitutes a political and ethical choice: one that risks aligning
scientific cooperation with systems of domination rather than principles of justice.

We deplore the fact that the MPS did not itself initiate a review of its institutional
collaborations with Israeli academic institutions, which should have been the case,
the latest, the moment it learned about a “risk of genocide” (ICJ Bosnia vs. Serbia,
ICJ South Africa vs. Israel, January 2024).

In light of these findings, the report calls on the Max Planck Society to undertake an
immediate and transparent review of its collaborations with Israeli institutions
identified in this report, particularly those linked to the military sector, activities in
occupied territories, or practices raising concerns under international law. It further
calls for the adoption of strong human rights due diligence mechanisms to ensure
that research cooperation remains consistent with international law and the Max
Planck Society’s own ethical principles.

The report also emphasizes the responsibility of researchers, staff members, and
affiliated scholars within the Max Planck Society to critically engage with and
challenge institutional partnerships that may contribute to or legitimize violations
of international law and human rights. Open internal debate, transparency, and
institutional accountability are essential to ensuring that scientific cooperation
does not become detached from its broader ethical and political implications.

We finally call on the Max Planck Society to make use of its institutional resources
and international standing to support Palestinian academic institutions and
scholars in Gaza, where the higher education sector has suffered extensive
destruction and disruption, and in the occupied Palestinian territory more broadly,
where academic life continues to face significant structural pressures and
constraints.

In this context, Palestinian academics and students are in urgent need of sustained
academic support, institutional partnerships, research opportunities, and
international collaborations. We therefore encourage the Max Planck Society,
consistent with its publicly stated commitments to scientific exchange,
international cooperation, and the role of research and education in fostering
dialogue, to expand and develop meaningful and sustainable forms of collaboration
with Palestinian academic institutions and researchers, and to contribute to the
strengthening of scientific and educational connections with Palestine.

%2 As stated, considering the historical context, also by historian of the Max Planck Society in:
https://pure.mpg.de/rest/items/item_2426617_19/component/file_2465371/content
333 https://www.minerva.mpg.de/about-us/minerva-stiftung/history
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Appendix: The Minerva Center for Micro Turbine
Powered Energy Systems (MTPES) at Technion

The Advanced Defense Research Institute (ADRI) at the Technion: Making
academic research applicable for the IDF

The ADRI (also referred to as “Peter Munk”, part of Technion’s Center for Security
Science and Technology), directed by Brigadier General (Res.) Jacob Nagel*****, is
acknowledged as a funding party on MTPES's website, in the CV of the MTPES
Director, Prof. Cukurel, and in papers*® published by MTPES members and
co-funded by the Minerva Foundation (see Section 3.1). The main objective of the
Institute, as written on its website, is to cater to the interests of Israel's defense
needs*”:

“The aim is to collaborate with industrial defense companies and government
agencies to meet the security and defense force’'s needs of Israel in the
medium to long-range horizons. (..) Areas of interest (examples): Protection,
Robotics, Decontamination, Cyber, Data Science, Micro-Satellites and payloads,
Miniaturizing electronics, Optics; Image processing, Communication, Image
Analysis (facial recognition, video), Advanced Energy Sources (Fuel Cells), Drones,
Lasers, Etc”.

In March 2025, ADRI's director, Brigadier General (Res.) Jacob Nagel, stated**®:

“(...) one of my roles at the Technion is to bridge the gap between academia and
the defense industry and defense forces. (...) My center [the Advanced Defense
Research Institute] helps connect these dots. During the war, we rapidly turned
academic concepts into operational solutions for the battlefield,
demonstrating the power of collaboration between academia and the military.
This includes advancements in swarm drone technology, cyber defense, and
battlefield robotics.”

In September 2024, Prof. Cukurel, MTPES director, participated in a conference
organized by ADRI and titled “Security and the War on Terror: The Scientific
Challenge™®*3*°, The conference was attended by members of MAFAT, IDF, and
RAFAEL*#. The title of his contribution to the conference was: “UMGT - ULTRA
MICRO GAS TURBINE POWERED ENERGY SYSTEM". Research on the same topic
(UMGTs) was published by Prof. Cukurel in October 2024 in two papers*®? that
acknowledge both the Max Planck Society and ADRI (‘Peter Munk, Center for
Security, Science and Technology’) in their “Funding Data” sections. As stated in the
papers’ abstract,*** UMGTs are relevant for drones.

334 https://adri.technion.ac.il/
335 https://ats.org/our-impact/an-update-on-defense-and-security-tech/

6 https://doi.org/10.1115/1.4064825; https://doi.org/10.1115/1.4064826; https://doi.org/10.1115/1.406342],

337 https://adritechnion.ac.il/demonstrator-projects/

338 https://ats.org/our-impact/the-nagel-committee-report/

339 https://adri.technion.ac.il/conferences/
34%https://adri.technion.ac.il/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/%D7%AA%D7%95%D7%9B%D7%A0%D7%99%D7%AA-%D7%9B%D7%
A0%D7%A1-%D7%91%D7%99%D7%98%D7%97%D7%95%D7%IF-%D7%I5%DT7%IE%D7%IC%D7%97%DT%IE%D7%9424-.pdf

34 https://adri.technion.ac.il/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/%D7%AA%D7%95%D7%9B%D7%A0%D7%99%D7%AA-%D7%9B%D7%
A0%D7%A1-%D7%91%D7%99%D7%98%D7%97%D7%95%D7%3F-%D7%95%D7%IE%D7%9IC% D7 %I7%D7%IE%DT%9424-.pdf

342 https://doi.org/10.1115/1.4064825; https://doi.org/10.1115/1.4064826

343 |bid.
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ADRI’s director, Brigadier General (Res.) Jacob Nagel, further stated®*:

“Our [Technion’s] expertise in aerospace engineering is unique and critical to the
development of next-generation UAVs [unmanned aerial vehicles], hypersonic
missiles, and directed-energy weapons, and the new Center for High-Speed
Flight will contribute to advancements in capabilities, autonomous systems, and
advanced propulsion technologies. The research conducted here lays the
foundation for future aerial combat and surveillance capabilities. Additionally, the
Technion is working on Al-driven decision-making, quantum computing, and
space technologies — all of which will define the future of warfare.”

Prof. Beni Cukurel is part of the research team of Technion’s Center for High-Speed
Flight** mentioned here by Prof. Nagel.

Prof. Nagel also served as Netanyahu's National
Security Advisor between 2016 and 2017°*. In
January 2025, he presented the 130-page Nagel
Committee Report*’**¢ to Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu (Figure 5**°, Prof. Nagel is
next to Benjamin Netanyahu). The document
contains recommendations for Israel’'s security
strategy and budget for the next decade, also
regarding Gaza*°:

“(...) Gaza still harbors thousands of terrorists
and eradicating them will take years. The
shift in our strategy is that we will no longer
wait for threats to materialize — we wiill act
preemptively.”

Figure 5) Prof. Nagel, Benjamin
Netanyahu and Israel Katz at the
presentation of the ‘Nagel Committee
Report’

The AIJES Conference

The "Israel Symposium on Jet Engines & Gas Turbines" is well-connected to MTPES's
director, Prof. Beni Cukurel, and to the Turbomachinery and Heat Transfer
Laboratory in which MTPES operates. The conference’s organising committee is
composed of Beni Cukurel and members of the Israeli Ministry of Defense, of the
Israel Air Force and of RAFAEL*®. The sponsors of the 18th AIJES (2019) included the
MPS-Minerva Stiftung, RAFAEL, IAl, Bet Shemesh Engines, the Israeli Air Force and
MAFAT*?*> (Figure 6). Pictures from the conference are available together with

** https://ats.org/our-impact/the-nagel-committee-report/

345 https://hypersonics.technion.ac.il

346 https://www.fdd.org/team/jacob-nagel/

347 https://ats.org/our-impact/the-nagel-committee-report/

348 https://online.fliphtml5.com/lymuw/swdc/#p=1

34 https://ats.org/our-impact/the-nagel-committee-report/

350 |bid.

1 https://aijes.net.technion.ac.il/organizing-committee/

32 https://aijes.net.technion.ac.il/files/2020/10/BOOK-OF-ABSTRACT-AIJES-18th.pdf
353 https://aijes.net.technion.ac.il/sponsers/
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pictures from the ceremony of the opening of the renovated buildings of the
Turbomachinery and Heat Transfer Laboratory*“**>. They show Beni Cukurel during
the AIJES conference together with Major Yigal Ben-Shabat, head of the Propulsion
Systems Branch of the Aeronautical

'glggmigg 7KW 12171200 (191 ,]112D Division of Israel's Ministry of Defense, and
T Beni Cukurel showing the Capstone C65
n"xon ICPH Microturbine to the public during the
ceremony (Figure 7).
RN 7N
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Figure 6) Sponsors of the 18th AIJES as presented in the book of abstracts of the conference®® (left),
and on the conference website®” (right). The Max Planck Society’s Minerva Stiftung is listed
together with MAFAT, IAl, RAFAEL, Israel Air Force and Bet Shemesh Engines. The Max Planck
Society logo appears next to the Israel Air Force logo as “Gold Sponsors”.

Figure 7) Left: Beni Cukurel during the AIJES conference together with Major Yigal Ben-Shabat,
head of the Propulsion Systems Branch of the Aeronautical Division of Israel’s Ministry of Defense.
Right: Beni Cukurel showing the Capstone C65 ICPH Microturbine to the public during the
ceremony of the opening of the renovated buildings of the Turbomachinery and Heat Transfer
Laboratory*83,

354 https://aijes.net.technion.ac.il/gallery/

355 https://photos.app.goo.gl/gAKxZeHNnrAM6FChV7

3% https://aijes.net.technion.ac.il/files/2020/10/BOOK-OF-ABSTRACT-AIJES-18th.pdf
%7 https://aijes.net.technion.ac.il/sponsers/

38 https://aijes.net.technion.ac.il/gallery/

359 https://photos.app.goo.gl/gAKxZeHNnrAMG6FChV7
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The Zirmey Silon Educational Project and the Capstone C65 Microturbine

The Zirmey Silon Project®*°, headed by Prof. Cukurel, operates within the
Turbomachinery and Heat Transfer Laboratory with the vision of “Enhancing
educational initiatives in cooperation with industry leaders and the IDF". The
project is carried out in collaboration with RAFAEL, Bet Shemesh Engines, MAFAT,
and the Israeli Air Force. Research projects listed on the Zirmey Silon Project
website include applications for

unmanned aerial vehicles
(drones), such as the “Aeolus -
Autonomous Jet-Powered

UAV"™362  carried out “in full
collaboration with MAFAT &
Rafael.” (see also Paragraph 3.1).

Figure 8) Screenshot of the Zirmey Silon

Project’s “capabilities” webpage®®:

The Zirmey Silon Project’'s website lists the Capstone C65 ICPH Microturbine among
its “capabilities™®*
(Figure 9). The same
microturbine appears
on the Max Planck
Society's website®*** and
in the virtual tour of the
Turbomachinery and
Heat Transfer
Laboratory®*®® with the
logo of the Max Planck
Society displayed on it
(Figure 10).

Capabilities

Capstone C65 ICHP
Micro-Turbine

Israeli
weapons
companies/
MAFAT/
Israeli
Air Force

BET SHEMESH
ENGINES

R —

Figure 9) The Capstone C65
Microturbine is listed on the
Zirmey Silon Project’s
website.

360 https://zirmey-silon.technion.ac.il/

361 https://zirmey-silon.technion.ac.il/uav-senior-design-7-8-project/

362 https://zirmey-silon.technion.ac.il/sponsored-research-projects/uav-senior-design-7-8-project-2019-2020/
363 https://zirmey-silon.technion.ac.il/facilities-and-capabilities/

364 https://zirmey-silon.technion.ac.il/facilities-and-capabilities/

365 https://www.minerva.mpg.de/centers/list/minerva-center-for-micro-turbine-powered-energy-systems
366 https://app.lapentor.com/sphere/turbomachinery-and-heat-transfer-lab
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Figure 10) Left: The Capstone Microturbine is visible in the “Virtual Lab Tour” of the Turbomachinery
and Heat Transfer Lab, in the “Combustion Testing Area” room*®’. The Max Planck’s MTPES logo is
displayed on it. Right: Screenshot of the Minerva Stiftung’s website on MTPES®*® The image
description reads: “Impressions of Prof. Uman Lindenberger, Scientific Managing Director of the
Minerva Stiftung, visiting the Micro Turbine Lab during their evaluation in June 2021.” The Capstone
Microturbine is visible with the Max Planck’s MTPES logo displayed on it.

MTPES and its connections with the military-industrial complex

Below is a schematic representation of the connections between the Minerva
Center MTPES and the Israeli military-industrial complex (see Figure 11). The MTPES
is part of Technion's aerospace department and functions within Technion's
Turbomachinery and Heat Transfer Laboratory. The MTPES is co-financed by the
German Federal Ministry of Education and Research through the Minerva
Foundation, a subsidiary of the Max Planck Society. The MTPES also receives grants
and funds from the US Army, Israeli Aerospace Industries, and from Technion’s ADRI
(‘Peter Munk’ Advanced Defense Research Institute — Center for Security, Science
and Technology). The Turbomachinery and Heat Transfer Laboratory, within which
the MTPES is embedded, receives funds from RAFAEL, IAl, Bet Shemesh Engines,
MAFAT, and the Israel Air Force. Part of the Turbomachinery and Heat Transfer
Laboratory is also the Zirmey Silon Educational Project, which shares machinery
with the MTPES. The MTPES, the Turbomachinery and Heat Transfer Laboratory,
and the Zirmey Project are all headed by Prof. Beni Cukurel. The knowledge
produced at the MTPES is presented in papers co-authored with members of
RAFAEL and of the US Army, and co-funded by the Minerva Foundation and by
military-related institutes like Technion’s ADRI**°. This knowledge is also amplified
through conferences co-organized by MTPES's director, Prof. Cukurel, and by
members of MAFAT, and co-funded by the Max Planck Society’s Minerva
Foundation and the Israeli military-industrial complex. See Section 3.1 for
references.

37 https://app.lapentor.com/sphere/turbomachinery-and-heat-transfer-lab

368 https://www.minerva.mpg.de/centers/list/minerva-center-for-micro-turbine-powered-energy-systems
39 See e.g.: https://doi.org/10.1115/1.4064825;https://doi.org/10.1115/1.4064826;https://doi.org/10.1115/1.4063923;
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijheatmasstransfer.2025.127642; https://doi.org/10.1115/1.406342]1;
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Call for students in collaboration with the military-industrial complex
RAFAEL, Bet Shemesh Engines Ltd., and IAl

TURBOMACHINERY & HEAT TRANSFER LABORATORY

ARE YOU AN AMBITIOUS, YOUNG SCIENTIST?

ARE YOU WILLING TO LEARN MULTI-DISCIPLINARY RESEARCH?
DO YOU LIKE TO BE A PART OF ESTABLISHING SOMETHING NEW?
DO YOU HAVE A B.SC. GRADE AVERAGE > 852
ARE YOU INTERESTED IN WORKING WITH.

pa
RAFAELOY @M sf sersucuesi s

Turbomachinery

Educational

Cukurel,
" THEN, WE WANT YOU.

LOOKING FOR B.SC./ M.SC. | PH.D. STUDENTS INTERE STED IN:
and
« Thermal d Heat Transfer A

+ Novel Measurement Technique Development

of Micro Turbines

Figure

'WANT TO WORKWITHA YOUNG, ENTHUSIATIC FACULTY
MEMBER WHO OFFERS YOU BROAD FUTURE POSSIBILITIES?

CONTACT: DR. BENI CUKUREL | http-//bcukurel.net technion.ac.il | beukurel@technion.ac.il

new students®”.

370 https://zirmey-silon.technion.ac.il/positions/
7 bid.

are listed in the call for new students for the

and Heat Transfer

Laboratory shown on the Zirmey Silon
Project's website
MTPES's director, is the contact
person (Figure 12).

370

Dr. Beni

12) Turbomachinery and Heat Transfer
Laboratory’s announcement of “open positions” for
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Report published in July 2026 by Academics for Justice. For other reports, contacts
and information visit our website (www.academicsforjustice.com) or our Instagram

account (@academicsforjustice_muc).
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